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Birth of a child in The Bahamas to unmarried parents:   
Registration in the Swiss civil status register 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

7.2025 
 

Documents to be submitted  
 

Documents submitted must be originals and must be issued within the last 6 months. Civil status 

certificates/acts can be obtained from the Registrar General’s Department and must be authenticated 

and apostilled by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs – Consular Division.  

  
 Birth Certificate (Certified Copy of Entry in Register of Births) with Apostille 

 
 
Additional documents 

☐ copy of the child’s Canadian passport, if available 

☐ Affidavit (PDF): solemn declaration concerning the civil status and legal residence of the parents at 

the time of the child's birth, to be certified by a notary (documents sworn by a commissioner of oaths 
will not be accepted) 
 
For the parent of foreign nationality not yet registered in Swiss civil status register: 

☐ original birth certificate (Certified Copy of Entry in a Register of Births) with Apostille  

(if the spouse was born in another country, follow the instructions under “additional information”)  
☐ if divorced: divorce decree with date of enforcement (original document) 

☐ if widowed: death certificate (original document)  

☐ copy of valid passport or other identity document 

 
For the parent of foreign nationality already registered (on the occasion of a previous marriage 
or the birth of a child, for example) in the Swiss civil status register: 

☐ copy of valid passport or other identity document 

 

Translation 

 
Documents that are not in a Swiss national language or in English must be translated into one of these 
languages. 
 

Additional Information  
 
If the spouse was born in another country, please check with the Swiss representation in that country to 
find out which documents to submit for legalization. Foreign civil status documents must be legalized by 
the competent Swiss diplomatic or consular representation and the requirements differ from a country 
to another.  
 
An Affidavit represents a solemn declaration concerning the civil status of the parents at the time of the 
child's birth. This must be certified by a notary (public) only. Documents sworn by a commissioner of 
oaths or otherwise will not be accepted by the authorities in Switzerland. 
 
Please note that the Consulates are not able to send confirmations of registration or confirmations 
of receipt of your documents. If you do not receive a reply from your representation after sending your 
documents, you can assume that the transcription of the event is in progress and that the registration 
will follow automatically.  

https://www.bahamas.gov.bs/wps/portal/public/Records%20and%20Docs/!ut/p/b1/vZLbbqMwEIafpQ-QYoM55NIJLRBszuZ0gxKSsBAIbAIh4ek3Xa20q0pNb7YdX1n6xp_mH3MpF3PpcX0pi3Vftsd1_XZPpUwAGsUYKVQTgQQM5hDsyDpvO-gOJHcAfFAYPOw3-T_9HwEIfOaPuFhPJmt5NsYXw9uv0nznQrPPY8o8ppTlas8bTSjwIG1ZdyoU-cJbVqZQM5n0fH2raQPqDchOw3wq27D6GY1u7FNy8dOoz9zQ4jPrINCi3V_1YNnXkG39Gvm-ptf5rHtdeY2T6zi5EQ-tbkSP9R7uLGT31m7C0mi56u56xjwaqXC1nUnWyZQ8fTLzPZRPZ04fIm-p_QYereXhC7zIWXrb7Ljkjsn_YEEIgAEB9nzoAsQAF3AxQJlf3TpjOkxeBUY-kF8NygYISUityoksdpio5UNKzBGqEfRVDfgqmyh5Gf2542xDjy3w0jwMZ-O90OaD-V24hJLJRODbXy7URFu5ByEHDhZ5oCH43ULhWyPVHPvrJ3z3acT_Llxxablpnse8eQbP4r0kCUmSACAUgciFVYKuqmIUr0aQ-T-22mwun9PKl9YvN-rOYGlquDCDcTlBkl3CQlhJe1luJFSM4lBXzbBw23O38QbFBCURVD5RimVyM3r2MkSZ0WmtSfCqUsFSGekxV4NdnO33R3txalqz60nYDClmQjhb-6ixIej2cOGBU-O5QS6zKlpkCDE689pg3TlGGUXJPD5StQ3T1Ji5V6XmRUZURIbtGGjS5oeIZ2JqFviJ6xrGLkTy9BEqf8_49Av9RFpF/dl4/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/
https://mofa.gov.bs/department-foreign-affairs/the-consular-division/
https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/countries/countries-content/canada/en/2018/civil-status-affairs/montreal/Non-married-parents-Affidavit_EN.pdf
https://www.eda.admin.ch/dam/countries/countries-content/canada/en/2018/civil-status-affairs/montreal/Non-married-parents-Affidavit_EN.pdf

