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NEWS RELEASE
Swiss-Egyptian dance collaboration “Cactus Flower” comes to Cairo and Alexandria in October

CAIRO, Egypt — The Embassy of Switzerland and Pro Helvetia, the Swiss Arts Council, are bringing
to Egypt in October “Cactus Flower,” a contemporary dance performance created through a
collaboration between Swiss contemporary dancer and choreographer Nicole Seiler and Egyptian
visual artist and filmmaker Hala Elkoussy, with showings set to take place in Cairo and Alexandria.

Cactus Flower features 16 Egyptian performers who come together on stage to deliver a captivating
show exploring the relationship between the individual and the group, and the means through which
the two interact. The dancers’ repeated movement transforms gradually and imperceptibly into
another, which in turn becomes another and another. In this continuous transformation the group, even
though composed of a number of individuals, is required to function as one body. The dance
sequences alternate with a spoken script and a sound score composed by Stephane Vecchione. The
result is a fascinating fusion of images and sounds playing out on stage.

Cactus Flower will be performed on 4™ and 5" October at the AUC Falaki Theatre in Cairo, and on
10™ October at the Alexandria Library. All performances are at 8:pm. Entrance is free of charge.
Seating is based on first arrivals.

“Cactus Flower is a great example of cultures successfully teaming together in a creative energetic
performance. We are delighted with the collaboration between Switzerland’s Seiler, Egypt’s Elkoussy
and the talented Egyptian cast. Cultural exchange is a keystone of Switzerland’s cooperation with
Egypt,” said Markus Leitner, the Ambassador of Switzerland to Egypt.

Cactus Flower follows on from an earlier collaboration between Seiler and Elkoussy. Seiler worked on
movement sequences for the feature film by the same name directed by Hala Elkoussy. The film is due
to be released in 2017.

Nicole Seiler, born in Zurich in 1970, trained in dance and theatre including at the Scuola Teatro
Dimitri in Verscio, Switzerland and the VIaamse Dansacademie in Bruges, Brussels. She engaged in
numerous works with Teatro Malandro among others, before setting up her own multimedia
choreography company, Cie Nicole Seiler, in 2002. The company has toured internationally and in
2009 Nicole Seiler received the cultural prize for dance from the Fondation Vaudoise pour la Culture
in Switzerland.

Hala Elkoussy, born in Cairo in 1974, studied at the American University in Cairo before completing
an MA in Image and Communication at Goldsmiths, University of London. She lectured on
photography and in 2004 co-founded an initiative in Cairo dedicated to visual images, Contemporary
Image Collective (CiC). In 2006, she completed a two-year residency at the Rijksakademie Van
Beeldende Kunsten in Amsterdam and in 2010 she was a recipient of the Abraaj Capital Art Prize.

For more information about Seiler, please log onto: www.nicoleseiler.com/
For more information about Elkoussy, please log onto: www.halaelkoussy.com/



http://www.nicoleseiler.com/en/home/#v526
http://www.halaelkoussy.com/

For further inquiries please contact:

Shaymaa Shoukry, Cactus Flower Project Coordinator, 01227428429
Shaimaa Fayed, Communications Officer, The Embassy of Switzerland in Egypt, Tel. (+2) 02 2575
8284
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