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Switzerland to Launch Hayat Il project in Sohag city
to improve the economic livelihood of 1,000 people

CAIRO, Egypt — The Embassy of Switzerland, together with the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (UNIDO), will launch “Hayat II” project on May 21 in Egypt’s Upper
Egyptian city of Sohag, with the aim of boosting the economic livelihood of 1,000 people through
providing them with training and income generating opportunities in the agricultural field.

The “Human Security through Inclusive Socioeconomic Development in Upper Egypt” project —
known as Hayat Il - is financed by the Embassy of Switzerland’s Office for International Cooperation
at a value of US$ 1.2 million over the next 3 years. It will be implemented by UNIDO in collaboration
with Egypt’s Ministry of Local Development and the Governorate of Sohag.

The project will address root causes of unemployment in Sohag including quality of education and
access to finance. By focusing on Sohag’s promising agricultural sector, Hayat II will provide young
men, women and children with innovative support schemes that can help boost their entrepreneurship
skills and generate income.

Hayat Il will establish a fund to support an entrepreneurial culture in Sohag to benefit 1,000 people
directly — sixty percent of whom are youth and thirty percent women. The project will also indirectly
benefit many other people involved in implementing the project such as village development units,
local training providers, youth and women’s associations and volunteers.

“Switzerland has a track record of successful sustainable development projects executed in Upper
Egypt in past years. Together with UNIDO, which has implemented a similar Swiss-supported project
in Minya, we are looking forward to working with the Sohag governorate to boost job and income
opportunities for 1,000 vulnerable Egyptians in the agricultural sector, a priority area of the Egyptian
government,” said Markus Leitner, the Ambassador of Switzerland to Egypt.

The launch event for Hayat 1l on May 21 will take place at the Sohag Governorate headquarters with
the participation of the Director of the Embassy of Switzerland’s Office for International Cooperation
Corinne Henchoz, Director of UNIDO Regional Office Giovanna Ceglie, Governor of Sohag Ayman
Abdel Moneim and Director of the Ministry of Local Development’s Local Administrative Reform
Unit Hesham EI Helbawy.

Hayat Il follows on from the success of Hayat | project which benefitted over 64,000 people in Minya
during the period of 2012-2014 and was funded by the United Nations Trust Fund for Human Security,
the Swiss Embassy, and the Government of Japan.

For more information please contact:

Yasmine Aly, National Programme Officer, Embassy of Switzerland’s Office for International
Cooperation, Telephone: 02 27951536

Shaimaa Fayed, Communications Officer, Embassy of Switzerland in Egypt, Telephone: 02 2575
8284
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