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NEWS RELEASE

The Embassy of Switzerland launches photography workshop & exhibition
in Cairo to raise awareness on deafness

CAIRO, Egypt - The Embassy of Switzerland is hosting a photography workshop in Cairo from 23 —
31 May leading up to the launch of a street photography exhibition titled “I understand. Do you?” on
June 3, aimed at raising public awareness of deafness.

Swiss photographer Denis Ponté is collaborating with 5 young Egyptian photographers to portray
powerful black-and-white images of individuals using sign language, the method of communication
for those with hearing impairment. During the photography workshop from 23 -31 May, participants
will take part in an introduction to the techniques and basics of portraiture. They will also learn how to
communicate with their subject.

Following the workshop, participants will implement what they have learnt and their final photos will
be exhibited along the external walls of the Embassy’s Office for International Cooperation in Garden
City (24 Gamal El Din Abul Mahasen Street) starting June 3.

An official launch event for the exhibition will be held at Medrar art space on 3 June at 7 p.m. The
Ambassador of Switzerland to Egypt, Markus Leitner, will be present along with Denis Ponté, the
participating photographers, and individuals with hearing impairments. The evening will provide an
opportunity to discuss the project and view the large photographs exhibited along the walls of the
Embassy’s Office for International Cooperation.

“Art is one of the most powerful ways to raise awareness of public health issues, such as deafness. The
Embassy’s project aims to give a voice to the hearing-impaired community of Egypt. The photographs
will allow all passersby to notice and interact with the images, thereby raising awareness on deafness,”
said Ambassador Markus Leitner.

The participating Egyptian photographers are Eslam Abdel Salam, Heba Khalifa, Ibrahim
Ezzat, Amjad Aggag, and Habiba El Guendy. The project managed by Ms. Nada Elissa.

The “I understand. Do you?” exhibition follows the success of “Concert in the Dark,” a series of
musical concerts that were organized by the Embassy of Switzerland in November 2015 and held in
complete darkness to raise awareness on blindness.

For more information please contact:

Shaymaa Gabr, Cultural Assistant, Embassy of Switzerland in Egypt, Tel. (+2) 01272676544

Shaimaa Fayed, Communications Officer, Embassy of Switzerland in Egypt, Tel. (+2) 02 2575 8284
extension 224
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