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Dialogue in the
Urban Context

Embassy of Switzerland

in the Republic of Korea
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Switzerland has built a new Embassy in
Seoul. To commemorate this auspicious
moment, a series of events will be
organized under the theme “Pushing the
Limits — Celebrating Swiss Excellence
and Innovation in Korea”. The main
focus lies on sustainable architecture,
eco-friendly design and urban planning
as well as visual and performing arts.

Within this program, guided tours
through the state of the art building
are arranged for architects, engineers
and house technicians as well as for
general audiences. This brochure
invites you to a virtual stroll through
our new premises. A proud welcome
to the new Swiss House in Seoul!

The Embassy building is a symbol

of our longstanding friendship with

the Republic of Korea and of the
genuine wish of Switzerland to further
expand our excellent and mutually
beneficial relations in all fields.

The delicately structured Swiss
Embassy is neither a redoubt in the
middle of the fast changing Korean
capital nor a place of nostalgic retreat.
It is the new home of Switzerland in
Korea - an efficient working tool open
to Korean society, ready for renewed
dialogue and intensified cooperation
with old and new partners alike.
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Harmony within duality
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The interaction with the other is
a precondition for the transfer of

knowledge which an embassy represents.

The successful completion of such

a demanding building involves the
constant exchange of ideas between
all participants. It results in a mutually
exciting and enriching process

that will be much appreciated.

Without the economic rise of South
Korea and its transition to a democracy,
bilateral relations would not have
developed to such a degree that
Switzerland would now be in need of
larger premises. Thus, the new Swiss
Embassy in Seoul is first and foremost
a tribute to South Korea's growing
global significance. It is also a symbol
of Switzerland’s self-confidence - an
open nation in a globalized world.
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Architectural polyphony:
a counterpoint in a city landscape
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The features of the Embassy
form a striking counterpoint to
its neighborhood. The contrast of
the horse-shoe shaped, low-rise
and almost “artisanal” building
against the uniform high-rise
towers could not be starker.
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The life of the new Embassy, just like
that of the past inhabitants of historic
Seodaemun, is organized around

one central space - the courtyard

- the referential space for the
representation. The open loop or spiral
form symbolizes, for us, integration
and openness, native and foreigner,
official area and urban domain, as
well as its relationship with nature.
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The building was bringing back
memories of other places.

The memories were blurred,
oscillating between reminiscences
of awalk in the Alps and the recent
discovery of a Korean village.
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A stage in the sunlight
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In the case of the Swiss Embassy, the
composition of the photographs is simple
and direct and very reduced, but each one
is inhabited by a different light. Most of my
time was spent identifying the particular
moments of spark and illumination.
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Wood absorbs, concrete plays and

stone bounces light. In the heart of the
building, the orchestration of all of these
different vibrations surrounds you and
makes you want to enjoy something
very fresh, something harmonic.
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Water Connections
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The hand-molded wax models of the rain
chains and gutters form a kind of floor
drawing, tracing the course of the Han
River, which flows through the center of
the South Korean capital, Seoul, before
reaching the Yellow Sea- its lower reaches
form the boundary with North Korea,
acting as both a natural barrier and a
connection between North and South.

The plans for the Swiss Embassy
accordingly call for a rainwater
collection installation; the water will

be used for irrigation and cleaning.
Although the Swiss water management

authorities face very different
challenges, promoting eco-friendly
strategies in the field is a priority in
Switzerland no less than in Korea,
making it a concern that unites

the two countries.

of0t 2ol et 12l
x

AQ|A CHALEIO| AHElof i2t BIHQt HA EMoZ
Agmnuﬁﬁggmamﬂméuq
0|0 AQA X1 2| S22 0)Q

of =Ho|| X H3L7| = K|, SH=0j|
| Hetd YUS S 2RUQZ LIMIRLH:E

=
Koo
jn

T

Z 5O oM o>' m
=In1

o

X

o222

SIS OILE F= 352 AL






The relationship of landscape and

its semantics has been explored

in our project, in searching for an
appropriate expression of place while
avoiding a superficial association

between an oasis and Switzerland.
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