
The project “Empowering the Youth to Embrace the Digital Economy 
and Digital Entrepreneurship” aims to enhance digital skills, 
strengthen institutional capacities and expand access to finance for 
youth- and women-led startups across Uzbekistan.

The initiative builds digital literacy, supports public sector digital 
transformation, strengthens the startup ecosystem, and delivers 
acceleration programmes, pitching events and innovative financing 
mechanisms.

By promoting digital inclusion and entrepreneurship, the project 
helps young people build resilience, competitiveness and benefit 
from new opportunities in Uzbekistan’s rapidly growing digital 
economy. 

Key Achievements 
•	 The project achieved reach in digital entrepreneurship training, 

by 2025 it reached 13,027 youths and enhanced their capacities;
•	 The project successfully scaled support to 3,469 entrepreneurs 

through business development support services;
•	 Public Sector Upskilling - the project trained 334 public servants 

to enhance capacities for digital economy policy;
•	 The project successfully established the Digital Economy Public-

Private Dialogue (PPD) with national partner the Digital Economy 
Research Center, aimed at establishing a sustainable mechanism 
for ensuring policy coordination between government and 
society in the sphere of the digital economy;
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The project has significantly strengthened Uzbekistan’s digital and 
startup ecosystem through capacity building, innovation support, and 
policy development.

It introduced the Digital Citizen platform and Digital Pulse tools, 
benefiting 800+ users, alongside 12 e-courses (AI, RPA, Big Data, SMM, 
blockchain) and 29 multimedia products to enhance digital skills and 
startup professionalism.

Entrepreneurship support was a key pillar: 199 entrepreneurs 
(80% women) were trained across regions, and 200+ startups were 
supported through accelerators, hackathons, and mentorship—
resulting in 15 startups creating 60+ jobs. Flagship events like 
PizzaPitch XL and Women XL engaged 500+ participants, while the 
Startcamp Accelerator supported 30 women entrepreneurs.

The project also focused on inclusion and sustainability: 121 women 
completed digital internships, and 19 university specialists were 
trained to institutionalize startup acceleration programmes.

Access to finance and global exposure were enhanced through the 
CS//Angels Club, training 100+ investors, and enabling 20 startups 
to participate in international platforms such as Web Summit, Silicon 
Valley, and Amsterdam. In parallel, reforms within the Ministry of 
Higher and Secondary Specialized Education of Uzbekistan improved 
startup funding mechanisms.

At the policy level, the project supported the Ministry of Digital 
Technologies of Uzbekistan in developing the National Data Strategy 
and National AI Strategy, while also strengthening public sector 
capacity through study tours and digital government training.

Overall, the initiative delivered a comprehensive ecosystem approach, 
combining skills development, startup support, investment readiness, 
and policy reform to drive long-term digital transformation.


