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are receiving HIV treatment. Efforts to increase ac-
cess to Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) are working in 
the sense that 90% of people who are tested posi-
tive for HIV in Sub-Saharan Africa are accessing treat-
ment. However, 19 million of the estimated 35 mil-
lion people living with HIV globally still do not know 
their HIV-positive status and thus don’t access ARTs. 
In 2013 there were an estimated 1.5 million AIDS-re-
lated deaths. AIDS-related deaths have fallen by 35% 
since 2005, when the highest number of deaths was 
recorded. In the past three years alone, AIDS-related 
deaths have fallen by 19%, which represents the 
largest decline in the past 10 years. However, 10-19 
year-olds are the only age group within which AIDS-
related deaths have increased in the past seven years. 

Stigma, discrimination and inequalities
HIV prevention, treatment and care services are more 
widely available now than a decade before. However, 
some people are more at risk, more vulnerable and 
more affected than others. Stigma and discrimina-
tion continue to be important barriers to HIV preven-
tion, treatment, care and support, making that not 
all have equitable access to these services. UNAIDS 
supports countries in applying targeted approaches 
for populations and locations most at risk and adapt-
ing policy and legal frameworks accordingly. 

SWITZERLAND

Switzerland considers UNAIDS to be the most im-
portant multilateral platform in the fight against HIV/
AIDS and especially appreciates its efforts to coor-
dinate and harmonise action in the operational sys-
tem of the United Nations. Furthermore, the goals 
pursued by UNAIDS correspond to Swiss priorities in 
development cooperation and humanitarian aid. 

Switzerland’s medium-term objectives 
In its dialogue with UNAIDS, Switzerland pursues the 
following main objectives: 

• Strengthening UNAIDS’ focus on prevention 
Prevention has shown to be a particularly cost-
effective measures in the AIDS response. Switzer-
land advocates that prevention, and particularly 
primary prevention, is given priority. 

• Reaching and involving young people more 
effectively
Young people in general and within key popula-
tions are particularly vulnerable to HIV/AIDS and 
face obstacles at the level of laws and policies and 
in accessing accurate information, education and 
youth friendly services. Switzerland advocates for 
young people’s needs in relation to HIV/AIDS and 
sexual and reproductive health and rights more 
broadly being put at the forefront. Through the 
support to the UNAIDS led ACT!2015 Initiative, 
Switzerland enhances young people’s engage-
ment in global, regional and national policy dia-
logue, monitoring and accountability mechanisms 
in order to advocate themselves for their needs 
and rights. 

• Integrating HIV/AIDS and sexual and repro-
ductive health services and strengthening 
health systems 
Important results have been achieved in in reduc-
ing the number of new HIV infections, in provid-
ing access to treatment, care and support and in 
reducing and AIDS-related deaths. However, to 
some extent, the AIDS response has operated in 
isolation which hampers its sustainability. Swit-
zerland advocates for a more comprehensive ap-
proach towards the integration of HIV/AIDS and 
broader sexual and reproductive health services 
and asks that the AIDS response contributes to the 
strengthening of health systems.

• Strengthening the multisectoral approach
As per the nature of its mandate, UNAIDS applies 
a multisectoral approach. Switzerland advocates 
for further strengthening this way of working 
and ensure a coherent and efficient work among 
the Joint Programmes co-sponsors. Further, Swit-
zerland requests UNAIDS to widely share its ex-
periences in order to inform the discussions on 
multisectoral approaches in the frame of the Sus-
tainable Development Goals. 

Results of Swiss cooperation with UNAIDS 
In the UNAIDS Programme Coordinating Board, Swit-
zerland is part of a constituency with Sweden, Austria 
and Iceland and works closely with the constituency 
of Denmark, Finland and Norway. In accordance with 
a rotation system, Switzerland represents its constit-
uency in the Board for the period 2013-16.  Thanks 
to its active participation, Switzerland is involved in 
important discussions and decisions. The knowledge 
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and experience of the Swiss cooperation offices and 
its partners enriches the constituency’s statements. 
In addition, Switzerland has been elected vice-chair 
of the Board for 2015 and chair for the year 2016. As 
such, Switzerland has taken an important role in fa-
cilitating the preparations and conducting the Board 
meetings.

The results of Swiss collaboration in recent years are 
as follows: 

Prevention remains a cornerstone of UNAIDS’ work 
In its dialogue with UNAIDS, Switzerland, together 
with other countries, emphasizes the importance of 
prevention in the AIDS response. General prevention 
and prevention which targets populations and loca-
tions at higher risk of HIV, remain a pillar of the up-
dated UNAIDS strategy 2016-21.

Increasing attention to young people’s needs
Switzerland systematically includes a focus on young 
people and stresses the importance of young peo-
ple’s needs in relation to HIV/AIDS and sexual and re-
productive health and rights more broadly. Switzer-
land has actively contributed to a one day discussion 
in the Board on “HIV, youth and adolescents” which 
led to decisions by the Board to accelerate action in 
this area. Since 2015, Switzerland supports the UN-
AIDS led ACT!2015 Initiative which aims at bringing 
in young people’s voice into the global, regional and 
national policy discussions and decisions. 

Integration of HIV/AID and sexual and reproductive 
health to contribute to strengthen health systems
Like many other member states, Switzerland is 
convinced that tackling HIV/AIDS can’t be done in 
isolation. Thus, for reasons of sustainability and ef-
ficiency, Switzerland consistently advocates for em-
bedding the AIDS response within a broader sexual 
and reproductive health and rights agenda and re-

quests that the AIDS response actively contributes 
strengthen health systems. These aspects are in-
creasingly discussed in the Board and have received 
increased attention in the UNAIDS strategy 2016-21. 

Privileging a multisectoral approach
Causes and effects of HIV/AIDS are multiple and mul-
tifaceted. A multisectoral approach, for which Swit-
zerland had advocated together with other member 
states, has been anchored in the UNAIDS strategy 
2016-21 and thus reflects the spirit of the Agenda 
2030 to privilege such an approach. 

Strengthening efficiency and effectiveness
Switzerland and other partners have made active 
contributions to strengthening transparency in UN-
AIDS’ planning and monitoring instruments. Over 
the years for example, the division of labour between 
the UNAIDS Secretariat and the 11 co-sponsors has 
been consolidated and the tasks of all partners de-
fined according to their competencies. This provides 
for more coherence and coordination which in turn 
enhances efficiency and effectiveness. 

UNAIDS CHALLENGES

Financing towards the AIDS response will certainly 
be a challenge in the coming years. Latest analyses 
have clearly shown that in order to end the AIDS epi-
demic as a public health threat by 2030 (as per the 
Agenda 2030), increased efforts are required in the 
coming years. In order to do so and in the spirit of 
shared responsibility, UNAIDS supports low and mid-
dle income countries in leveraging more domestic re-
sources. In addition, UNAIDS facilitates the collabo-
ration with multiple actors, including with the private 
sector. In addition to leverage more funds, increased 
efforts need to be made to enhance the efficiency of 
the AIDS response.
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