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The present report was approved by the Federal Council on
27.05.2026. It is a geographical follow-up strategy to the Foreign
Policy Strategy (FPS 2024-27). The adoption of the Americas
Strategy 2026-29 is one of the measures included in the Federal
Council's annual objectives for 2025. This strategy replaces the
previous Americas Strategy for the period 2022-25.



Foreword

The Americas Strategy 2026-29 is the product of sober
reflection on the current situation. The strategy for 2022-25
showed that Switzerland benefits from credibility, robust
partnerships and scope for action in the Americas, but also
made clear that simply maintaining a presence is not enough.
In today's fragmented world we need clear priorities and a
stronger thematic focus, coupled with the targeted use of
our foreign policy instruments.

Since 2022, the international order has continued to shift,
with power, security and economic interests more closely
interwoven than ever. Multilateral cooperation remains
key, but is becoming more selective, interest-driven and
resource-aware. International organisations are adapting to
the situation, while states are increasingly redirecting their
economic relations, delivery chains and technological depen-
dencies based on geopolitical and security policy considera-
tions. The influence of these developments is also being felt
in the Americas, a region of considerable political, economic
and ecological importance.

In light of this, the Americas Strategy 2026-29 intentionally
sets new priorities, departing from previous categorisations
and maintaining a consistent focus on Switzerland's interests.
The Americas' key political and economic actors are a central
focus, along with effective multilateralism and the clearly
defined thematic priorities of peace and security, prosperity
and competitiveness, the environment, and democracy and
governance. Stable framework conditions, open markets,
innovation capacity and reliable partners remain key prere-
quisites for Switzerland's security and prosperity.

With this strategy, Switzerland is raising its foreign policy
profile in the Americas and enhancing its capacity to act in an
increasingly competitive international environment.

C 2w
Ignazio Cassis
Federal Councillor

Head of the Federal Department
of Foreign Affairs
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1 Introduction

With a billion people, nearly a third of global GDP and excep-
tional biodiversity, the Americas have enormous potential, but
are also deeply heterogeneous, both economically and socially.

In line with its universal foreign policy, Switzerland cultivates
constructive relations with all states and therefore maintains
a broad network of representations in the Americas. It is
guided by its thematic priorities of peace and security, pros-
perity and competitiveness, the environment, and democracy
and governance, and works multilaterally with the relevant
states in the region.

In addition to this, the Foreign Policy Strategy 2024-27 (FPS
2024-27) aims to strengthen Switzerland's relationships with
G20 nations outside Europe. Due to their geopolitical signifi-
cance, the G20 members Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Mexico
and the US also play a defining role in the Americas. Indeed,
Switzerland's most active economic and scientific relations in
the Americas are with these countries. The Americas Strategy
2026-29 therefore makes these states geographical prio-
rities, in line with the FPS 2024-27. The geographical and
conceptual organisation of the Americas Strategy 2022-25

Figure 1 Foreign policy strategy by implementation tier (source: FOFA]
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— into North America, Latin America and the Caribbean as
well as Jaguar economies and IC countries — has been aban-
doned due to the discontinuation of bilateral development
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Section 2 of this strategy provides a review of the Americas
Strategy 2022-25, while Section 3 examines the key global
and regional trends and outlines Switzerland's interests in
the region. Section 4 sets out the geographical and thematic
priorities and the objectives and measures derived from these.
The strategy concludes by examining Switzerland's coopera-
tion with countries of the Americas within the framework of
international and regional organisations.
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demonstrates the Federal Council's desire to pursue an active
and coherent foreign policy.
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2 Review of the Americas
Strategy 2022-25

In a context marked by significant upheavals, Switzerland's
implementation of the Americas Strategy 2022-25 was largely
successful. Switzerland was able to develop its relationships
and presence in the countries concerned both quantitatively
and qualitatively. This can be seen in the many interactions
between the Swiss government and its counterparts in the
Americas in the following key areas: (I) partnerships in the
fields of politics, business and academia (ll) relations based
on good offices and peace promotion (Ill) the transformation
of international cooperation.

Switzerland maintains good partnership-based relations ()
with the majority of countries in the Americas. Exchanges in
the economic and scientific sectors have been stepped up,
while Switzerland has also concluded bilateral agreements
with Bolivia and Colombia on the transfer of cultural property,
in addition to those with Mexico and Peru. The establishment
of a strategic dialogue with the US has created a valuable
new channel for cultivating relations with the country, which
is the second-largest market for Swiss exports after the
EU. Switzerland has also become the sixth-largest foreign
investor in the US. Relations with Argentina, Canada, Chile,
Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, Peru
and other countries in the region have been cultivated at
ministerial level, both bilaterally and as part of their active
participation in the Blrgenstock Summit in June 2024. Exch-
anges with Brazil have been significantly stepped up, notably
in the context of the EFTA-MERCOSUR free trade agreement
negotiations and Switzerland's role in the COP30 climate
conference. Economic relations with Brazil, as well as with
Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay, will likely grow stronger
following the conclusion of the EFTA-MERCOSUR free trade
agreement.

In addition to the good offices it was already providing (e.g.
the protecting power mandates for the US in Iran and for
Iran in Canada), which are important for bilateral relations
with Washington in particular, Switzerland also improved its

relations with other countries by offering its good offices.
In Colombia, Switzerland has played a prominent role in
supporting the peace processes, and was able to maintain
its position as a reliable and neutral partner. It is also active
as a neutral mediator in Venezuela. Finally, by taking on
new protecting power mandates, Switzerland was able to
strengthen its relations with Ecuador, Mexico and Venezuela
when these countries broke off diplomatic ties.

Switzerland phased out its bilateral development cooperation
in Bolivia, Haiti, Honduras, Cuba and Nicaragua in a respon-
sible and sustainable manner. The first visits by a federal
councillor to Bolivia (in 2024) and Costa Rica (in 2025) paved
the way for a further strengthening of bilateral relations. In
Haiti, the conversion of the embassy into a humanitarian
office proved successful, enabling Switzerland to continue
fulfilling its humanitarian mandate in the midst of one of the
world's worst crises. Programmes on water, climate change
and disaster risk reduction are being implemented at the
regional level through the Swiss cooperation office in Lima,
while projects on migration are being implemented through
the embassies in Bogota and Caracas. These efforts have met
with success in both cases.

Switzerland has established a decentralised emergency
response mechanism for natural disasters. Switzerland fulfils its
role as an observer state in regional organisations such as the
Organization of American States (OAS) by providing targeted
financial support for election observation and projects to
promote democracy, peace and human rights. In doing so, it
is contributing to the objectives of the OAS, which are in line
with Switzerland's foreign policy goals. Switzerland's support
and annual participation as an observer in the OAS General
Assembly has given it valuable access to the region.



3 Geopolitical analysis

3.1 Global actors and drivers

Rivalry between major powers

Geopolitical tensions have increased since the publication of
the Americas Strategy 2022-25. In particular, the war against
Ukraine, the conflicts in the Middle East and the growing rival-
ries between major powers are calling into question the exis-
ting mechanisms of intergovernmental cooperation. Power is
increasingly prevailing over the law, which in turn contributes
to the erosion of international legal norms and makes global
politics less predictable.

Since the election of President Donald Trump, the US has
pursued its foreign policy based on the America First doctrine.
The National Security Strategy of November 2025 marks
a departure from the US's previous understanding of itself,
established following the end of the Cold War. The US no
longer aspires to be a global leader within a rules-based order.
The National Security Strategy focuses on narrowly defined
US security and economic interests, while also emphasising
President Trump's personal role as the architect of a system
of international relations based on US power and transacti-
onal relations between sovereign states. The US defines the
Western Hemisphere as its exclusive sphere of influence and
calls on states in the region to distance themselves from the
influence of governments "on the other side of the world".
The US government's second area of focus is the Indo-Pacific.
Relations with China are identified as a key challenge for US
foreign, security and economic policy in the region.

Transatlantic relations have come under noticeable pressure.
The US government has presented Europe with new chal-
lenges through its protectionist tariff policy and repeated
demands that European countries take on significantly more
responsibility for their own security. The National Security
Strategy also makes clear the US government's intention to
support political forces in Europe whose positions are in line
with its own.

The Arctic, previously a relatively stable region for coope-
ration, is also affected by the growing rivalry between the
major powers. Climate change and the associated emergence
of new shipping routes and resource deposits are spurring
geopolitical ambitions. Russia and China are investing heavily
in civil and military shipping, causing growing concern among
the Arctic states. Canada and the US are responding with an
increased strategic and physical presence in the region.

Many countries in the Americas are heavily dependent on the
US in economic and security terms, making them particularly
vulnerable to pressure from the US government. This can be
seen in the example of the Panama Canal and the US's tariffs
on its key trading partners, Mexico and Canada. The US gover-
nment's domestic policy priorities, such as stopping migration
from the south, repatriating migrants out of the US and
combating transnational organised crime — including militarily
—are having a significant impact on intra- and intercontinental
relations in the Americas. The US's actions in Venezuela and
Cuba are further evidence of this power-politics approach. In
view of this pressure, other countries in the region are seeking
to diversify their economic and security partnerships as much
as possible.

China is already an established, influential player in Latin
America, and is primarily pursuing economic and political
goals there, including the recognition of its One-China
policy. In Latin America and the Caribbean, seven countries
still maintain diplomatic relations with Taiwan. In many South
American countries, China overtook the US as the leading
trading partner several years ago — in many cases as a result
of complementary economic structures. These trade relations
are further consolidated by China's financing of infrastruc
ture construction, such as the Port of Chancay in Peru. At
the 2025 China-CELAC summit in Shanghai, additional inves-
tment and development loans were promised. The US views
such initiatives by Beijing with distrust, particularly when it
comes to investments in telecommunications and space
travel, data and trade-route security, and production reloca-
tions to circumvent US tariffs.

However, China is not the only partner offering the region
opportunities for diversification. The European Union has
been stepping up its relations with Latin America through
summit meetings such as EU-CELAC in Colombia in 2025, the
Global Gateway investment programme and the conclusion
of free trade and bilateral investment promotion and protec-
tion agreements, most recently with the MERCOSUR states.
Finally, actors such as Russia, Turkey, Japan and the Gulf states
have also strengthened their relations with Latin America.

While the increased competition around Latin America on
the world stage is creating new foreign policy options for
some South American countries, the erosion in standards of
international law due to power politics leaves most states
with less room for manoeuvre.
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Figure 2: Overview of the OECD and BRICS member states in the region (as
listed by the organisations themselves - sources: 0ECD and InfoBRICS]

Multilateralism

While the US selectively uses multilateral structures to further
its national agenda, most countries in the Americas adhere
to the existing multilateral order and continue to base their
actions on international law. As a major regional power,
Brazil has a special role to play. South America's largest
country wants to enhance its capacity to act in a multipolar
world by entering into strategic partnerships with various
states and promoting multilateralism and South-South
cooperation. As a member of BRICS, the country is seeking
a greater say in multilateral organisations and sees itself as a
bridge-builder between different centres of power. Together
with other BRICS countries, Brazil advocates the reform of
global governance. In Latin America, the influence of BRICS
remains limited despite the inclusion of two Latin American
partner countries — Cuba and Bolivia — as part of the BRICS+
enlargement of the group.

Other multilateral formats play a more central role in the
Americas. Five countries there are in the G20, six are members
of the OECD, and others are seeking accession to the OECD.
Despite withdrawals from some of its organisations, the UN
remains a key point of reference in the region.

Global financial system under pressure

The US plays a key role as the anchor of the global financial
system. The US dollar remains a key and reserve currency, and
US government bonds are considered a safe haven. However,
its volatile and protectionist trade policy and high budget
deficit harbour risks. High government debt and other risks
in the financial markets could lead to greater financing costs
for other countries in the region or even to a global financial
crisis. The impact of such a crisis on Switzerland as a financial
centre and on the globally networked Swiss economy would
be considerable.

Challenges and opportunities of new technologies

Technological progress is in a dynamic phase — notably with
regard to Al and quantum technology. A large number of
companies and countries are investing heavily in the further
development of these fields. Countries that succeed in
applying these technologies broadly and strategically will
secure a considerable geopolitical and economic advantage.

The US is shaping this progress: its universities and tech
companies —among the best in the world — are making exten-
sive investments. Only China has a comparable reach and
ambition in this field. In the Americas, Canada is also playing
a pioneering role in Al and quantum research.

The development of digital infrastructure varies considerably
across Latin America — only a few countries have high-per-
formance computing capacities, and 5G access varies signi-
ficantly. Modern Al applications have considerable energy
requirements. The high proportion of clean energy sources in
Latin America's energy mix might present opportunities here.

Raw materials as a strategic lever

Technological change is increasing the demand for specific raw
materials, especially for green technologies. The International
Energy Agency (IEA) forecasts, inter alia, a 50% increase in
global copper demand and an eightfold increase in demand
for lithium by 2040. Latin America benefits from enormous
reserves. The region of Chile, Argentina and Bolivia known
as the Lithium Triangle contains around 60-80% of global
reserves, while Chile, Peru and Mexico are home to around
40% of the world's copper reserves.

Due to its dominance in processing, China is the leading
customer for Latin American lithium and copper. Chile and
Argentina are the only countries in the world besides China that
have significant lithium processing capacities. The high concen-
tration of processing capacities makes supply chains vulnerable
to disruptions. Natural disasters and production losses — but
also strategic export controls by the countries themselves — can
lead to supply shortages. This can result in rising commodity
prices or restrict the industrial competitiveness of countries
that do not have sufficient market access. Countries with the


https://www.oecd.org/en/about/members-partners.html
https://infobrics.org

capacity to extract and process critical raw materials thus have
a strategic advantage that they can use in a targeted manner in
their foreign economic policy.

Foreign direct investment in the raw materials sector offers
development opportunities for the countries concerned —
especially if it improves vertical integration — but it also poses
considerable challenges. These include price volatility and social
tensions due to environmental pollution, human rights viola-
tions, water shortages, limited compensation and unresolved
land conflicts, which can in turn jeopardise the acceptance of
such projects among the local population.

Gold occupies a special position among raw materials. The sharp
rise in prices due to high global demand has created incentives
for illegal mining, which in turn leads to human rights, security
and environmental risks, the latter due to factors such as the
use of mercury.

Finally, the Americas have considerable potential for the
production of green hydrogen, and individual countries such
as Brazil and Chile are in the process of building the necessary
infrastructure.

Figure 3: Share of global lithium production in % (source: Energy Institute -
Statistical Review of World Energy (2025, prepared by ourworldindata.org)
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Growing strategic importance of the economy
and research

In recent years, economic and scientific activities have become
increasingly important in strategic and security policy terms.

The highly concentrated extractive sector and future tech-
nologies are considered particularly security-relevant, and
global tensions have made them a focal point in geopolitical
risk assessments. In order to reduce dependencies, China,
the US, the EU and others have begun to conclude bilateral
raw materials agreements with producing countries and are
promoting the development of domestic processing capaci-
ties. In parallel, there has been an increase in unilateral export
restrictions and other strategic trade barriers in these areas
— particularly on the part of the US and China — with the aim
of preventing technology outflow and ensuring technological
supremacy.

These developments may also directly affect Switzerland, for
example through pressure to adopt such measures or through
risks to critical facilities, expertise and data.

The picture for Latin America is mixed: while the region could
benefit from the nearshoring of production chains away from
China, additional US tariffs are jeopardising existing, closely
interlinked value chains and regional prosperity.

3.2 Regional trends

Regional migration

The structural causes of migration — social inequality, violence,
political persecution and climate change, along with the hope
of a better income — will remain present in the coming years.
Many migrants move primarily within Latin America, which
means that numerous countries face challenges in terms of
integration. In Europe, Spain, Italy and Portugal have relatively
generous laws on regaining citizenship. This facilitates immigra-
tion from Latin America, which has increased significantly.

After irregular migration from Latin America to North
America increased again in recent years, the US government
introduced more restrictive measures that led to an almost
complete halt in south-north migration. However, migration
within Latin America is expected to continue.

The largest regional migration flows were triggered first and
foremost by political and economic crises in Venezuela, Haiti,
Cuba and Nicaragua.

Second, the effects of climate change have also had a strong
impact in many regions of the Americas. Urban areas are
suffering from prolonged heat waves, and Central America
in particular, along with parts of Brazil, Chile and the US,
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is struggling with chronic drought. In the Tropical Andes,
meanwhile, glaciers are melting ten times faster than the
global average — with far-reaching consequences for water
and energy supplies and for agriculture. In addition, the
frequency of severe hurricanes has doubled since 1980.
Coastal areas, especially in the Caribbean, are particularly at
risk from these hurricanes and from rising sea levels.

The third factor driving migration is the long-standing issue of
security in large parts of Latin America. Migrants are fleeing
the violence resulting from organised crime, which is heavily
armed due to the nature of the illegal arms and drugs trade.

Organised crime and drugs

Organised crime and armed groups finance themselves
through drug trafficking, smuggling, protection rackets,
prostitution and illegal mining. This dynamic is fuelled by the
growing demand for cocaine, fentanyl and other drugs in
North America and Europe, including in Switzerland, and the
abundant supply of these drugs. In the context of internati-
onal illegal drug trafficking, Switzerland is linked as a sales
market to the countries of South America (production coun-
tries), and to the countries of Central America and the Carib-
bean (transit countries). Risks exist in connection with money
laundering and the concealment of profits from drug traffi-
cking and illegal raw material extraction. Closer international
cooperation between experts in combating illicit financial
flows and the production, transit and financing of illegal drugs
is therefore also becoming more important for Switzerland.

Democracy, governance and human rights

For Switzerland, and for many countries in the Americas,
democracy and human rights are a central pillar of political
identity. Democracy as a system of government continues
to be supported by the vast majority of the populations
concerned. According to surveys by Latinobarometros, in
2024 almost 70% of respondents in 17 Latin American coun-
tries agreed with the statement "Democracy may have its
problems, but it is the best system of government.”

Yet democracy and human rights are under pressure in
several countries in the region. Autocratic tendencies are on
the rise, and democratic backsliding is evident in a number
of states. In some places, a state of emergency has been
declared as a reaction to security-related political crises,
placing significant restrictions on fundamental human rights.
In El Salvador, such measures have been successful on the
security front and garnered considerable interest among a
Latin American population that is weary of crime, despite
the drastic human rights restrictions they entail. In addition,
several states have enacted laws that restrict the agency of
civil society organisations. All such measures carry the risk of
weakening democratic structures and processes.

10

Trust in state institutions is further undermined by numerous
structural problems. Corruption, systematic impunity, a weak
judiciary, violence due to organised crime, social inequality
and ongoing human rights violations are placing a consider-
able strain on the democratic fabric of many of the region's
countries and contributing to political instability.

Political polarisation is also on the rise, with populist
movements gaining in influence. The widespread use of
social media, combined with an often fragile media system,
are further exacerbating this development and hindering
balanced political debate.

3.3 Switzerland's interests

Switzerland's priorities

In line with the FPS 2024-27, Switzerland is stepping up the
promotion of its interests with respect to non-European G20
countries. Switzerland's most active economic and scien-
tific relations in the Americas are with G20 nations. Their
importance in environmental and security issues also makes
them key partners for safeguarding Switzerland's interests in
the Americas.

The global and regional trends mentioned at the start of
this strategy show that the US, with its unique economic,
scientific and military capabilities, continues to play a decisive
leadership role in international politics, which is also reflected
in its bilateral relations with Switzerland.

However, restricting the strategy's focus exclusively to the
G20 countries would fail to reflect the region's diversity and
potential. Cooperation outside the G20 countries is guided
by the priorities defined in the FPS 2024-27: peace and secu-
rity, prosperity and competitiveness, the environment, and
democracy and governance.

Switzerland has a fundamental interest in open internati-
onal trade based on international law. To ensure a resilient
economy, it strives to provide Swiss companies with the most
diversified access possible to markets and supply chains. A
network of modern free trade, investment and double taxa-
tion agreements creates the basis for this. There is still room
to improve these framework conditions in the Americas.
Aside from the US, many countries in the region are showing
increasing interest in diversifying their trading partners — an
opportunity for Switzerland to promote mutual trade. Secu-
rity of supply for critical raw materials is another key concern.
Improving the economic and scientific framework conditions
and facilitating access through various agreements is beco-
ming increasingly important in view of the growing politici-
sation of business and research. Switzerland imports large
quantities of gold from the region, and Swiss companies play
a significant role in the extraction and international trade of



raw materials. In this context, it has a key interest in sustain-
able and responsible value chains.

Most of the OECD's non-European members and accession
candidates are located in the Americas. Providing technical
support to these candidates is highly important to Switzer-
land in terms of ensuring regulated international trade.

Stable, democratic states are reliable partners for Switzerland
—in economic, societal and security policy terms. In line with
its foreign policy priority of promoting democracy, Switzer-
land focuses on strengthening the resilience of established
or backsliding democracies. The Americas are particularly
well suited for this, as they are home to many established
democracies but also face challenges that are putting pres-
sure on democracy and human rights in several countries.

Diverse and functioning ecosystems are the foundation of our
food systems, regulate the climate and keep the air and water
clean. The Americas, for example, are home to around 40%
of the world's biodiversity, which performs functions that
are vital to humanity. The region's ecological capital makes
it highly relevant in terms of global environmental protection
and climate change mitigation. Switzerland has committed
itself internationally and nationally to cutting its emissions by
50% by 2030, as compared with 1990 levels. This is to be
achieved in part through bilateral agreements and climate
change mitigation projects, including in the Americas (Brazil,
Chile, Dominica, Peru and Uruguay).

Peace and security are basic prerequisites for prosperity and
sustainable development. Switzerland provides its good offices
where they are required and can make a meaningful contribu-
tion. Thanks to its discretion and its tradition of maintaining a
broad network and open channels of communication, Swit-
zerland is perceived as a trustworthy partner in the Americas.
This is also because Switzerland continues to provide humani-
tarian aid in Latin America and the Caribbean, thus remaining
true to its humanitarian tradition. Conflicts have repercussions
beyond the local level and affect Switzerland's key interests
in the areas of security and the economy. Global criminal
networks with links to the Americas pose a security risk for
Switzerland. Not only can they endanger Swiss companies
locally, they can also extend their activities into Switzerland.

How is Switzerland perceived in the Americas?

Switzerland stands to benefit from a generally excellent
reputation in the Americas when it comes to implementing
its objectives. Surveys in the US, Canada, Brazil and Argen-
tina show that Switzerland is well known among the popu-
lations of these countries and enjoys a very positive image.
This image is nevertheless somewhat superficial and largely
restricted to stereotypes — beautiful landscapes, prosperity
and high-quality products. People who are in contact with
Swiss embassies see the country as a competent, discreet
and trustworthy partner. It is also viewed as a dynamic busi-
ness location and a stable democracy with a robust political

system. Switzerland's role as the depositary state of the
Geneva Conventions and its stance on multilateralism and
international law are viewed positively by many countries in
the region.

This positive image is one of Switzerland's strengths, and
can lead to specific requests within the framework of Swit-
zerland's good offices, whether it is acting as a protecting
power or host state, or supporting a peace process. Switzer-
land's long-standing democratic and humanitarian tradition
reinforces its credibility in this area. Reputational risks for
Switzerland exist in relation to associations with corruption,
organised crime and tax evasion.

Core tasks of the representations

The strong relations mentioned above are rooted in history.
There are more Swiss people living in the Americas than in
all other non-European continents combined, and they shape
how Switzerland is perceived. The region is also home to half
of all Swiss schools abroad, which make a key contribution to
promoting Swiss culture and values. The provision of consular
services for Swiss citizens abroad and for the many Swiss
tourists in the region is therefore a fundamental component of
the day-to-day work of Swiss embassies.

Switzerland's broad network of representations in the region
makes it possible to represent the country's interests there
continuously and effectively. The embassies and consulates
maintain contacts with the authorities, the business commu-
nity and civil society actors on the ground, allowing them to
raise Switzerland's concerns and present its negotiating posi-
tions, support companies that are experiencing difficulties or
establishing themselves in new markets, and set up targeted
partnerships with Swiss actors in a range of fields. Finally, based
on the Strategy for Communication Abroad 2025-28 and the
local strategy derived from it, they take appropriate communi-
cation measures to protect Swiss interests and promote Swit-
zerland's image as an attractive tourist and business location.

Figure 4: Swiss nationals living abroad in 2025 (source: FSO]
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4 Switzerland's priorities

in the Americas

4.1 G20 states
4.1.1 United States

Population:

347 million, #3 (2025)
Gini index:

0.42 (2024)

HDI ranking:

Rang 17/193 (2025)

UNITED STATES

Assessment and characteristics

The US benefits from its geographical location, size, natural
resources and liberal economic model, and has a diverse and
dynamic population that acts as a driving force for innova-
tion and economic renewal. Despite these advantages, the
country faces challenges such as an expensive healthcare
and education system, high government debt, pronounced

GDP (nominal): Representation opened:

USD 30.767 trillion (2025) consulate in 1822, legation in 1882
Annual growth in GDP: Swiss community:

+2.1% (compared to 2024) 85,937 (2025)

GDP per capita: Bilateral trade:

USD 89,991 (2025) CHF160.1 billion (2025)

income disparities and social inequalities, and a highly pola-
rised society. As a leading power, the US has had a significant
influence on the global political system since the Second
World War and continues to play a decisive role in interna-
tional politics due to its exceptional economic and military
capabilities. Although the US is now stepping back from
this global leadership role, developments in the country in
the areas of security policy, economic policy and technology
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Figure &: Development of oil production in terawatt hours in selected countries (source: Energy Institute - Statistical Review of World Energy (2025) and The Shift

Data Portal (2019), prepared by ourworldindata.org)
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continue to have far-reaching implications for almost all of
the world's countries. Since taking office on 20 January 2025,
President Donald Trump has consistently pursued his America
First doctrine, which has wide-ranging consequences for the
country's national fabric as well as for the global order. The
US increasingly questions the binding nature of multilateral
mechanisms and existing obligations under international law
if it believes they hinder its national sovereignty or interests.
It has withdrawn from the Paris Climate Agreement, the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCQ), the World Health Organization, UNESCO and the
UN Human Rights Council. It has also imposed sanctions on
the International Criminal Court and impaired the functioning
of the World Trade Organization. This approach has a direct
impact on Switzerland's interests and on International Geneva.

Switzerland respects the US's long democratic tradition, but
views some developments with concern. The US's status
as a democratic role model is increasingly being called into
question, with implications for the credibility of democratic
values worldwide. A diminished US presence in international
democracy promotion could provide authoritarian actors
with a larger sphere of influence.

US foreign economic policy is developing based on protec-
tionist, transactional and power-politics considerations. The
imposition of tariffs pursues several objectives, such as the
reindustrialisation of the US and the generation of gover-
nment revenue. However, the tariff policy is also creating
uncertainty and inefficiency, which has a negative impact on
the economy of the US and the world. This is compounded
by the high level of US government debt, which, together

with the tariff policy, has significant potential to destabilise
international financial markets. Despite these challenges, the
US market remains central for international companies due to
its size and capacity for innovation.

The US is asserting its claim to leadership in the field of
new and future-oriented technologies, including through a
market-oriented Al policy that aims to foster an innovation-fri-
endly environment and boost international competitiveness.
The country has a head start in the race for Al and in bio and
guantum technologies. It is also a leader in space technology,
and has several innovation ecosystems that bring together
an established aerospace infrastructure, venture capital, rese-
arch institutions and military cooperation, enabling ground-
breaking advances in launch and satellite systems, in-space
manufacturing and planetary science. The US is attempting
to maintain this lead using strategic export restrictions and
massive investments, with China in particular to be denied
access to the most powerful technologies. This competition
with China is also influencing the field of particle physics —
relevant to Switzerland in particular due to the presence of
CERN's headquarters in Geneva. In addition, the US has been
striving in recent years to significantly expand its nuclear
energy sector by 2030. This is intended to meet the growing
energy needs of the Al industry and secure the country's
leading position in this strategic area in the long term.

US security policy is increasingly focused on supremacy in
the Western Hemisphere and on the Indo-Pacific to counter
China's growing influence. The US expects defence spending
within NATO to increase if its contributions to European secu-
rity are to continue. The country plays a key role in Ukraine

Terawattstunden

10,000 /~
8,000 /-/
6,000 A ey
4,000 / W\—’N
2,000 /
0 g
e |JS = RUS === CAN m— CHN — QAT UK

Figure 6: Development of gas production in terawatt hours in selected countries (Source: Energy Institute - Statistical Review of World Energy (2025) and The Shift

Data Portal (2019], prepared by ourworldindata.org)
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and the Middle East, but its impact is mixed: it is indispensable
to the de-escalation and resolution of conflicts, but also influ-
ences their course and intensity through its actions. In other
regions, too, the US played a key role in ceasefire and peace
negotiations on a number of occasions in 2025.

Bilateral relations

Switzerland's long-standing bilateral relations with the US
are based on economic, scientific, diplomatic and personal
ties. Over a million US citizens have Swiss roots, and around
86,000 Swiss citizens live in the country — the third-largest
Swiss community abroad.

The US is Switzerland's biggest trading partner after the EU.
The importance of the US market for Swiss goods exports
has grown steadily in recent years, mainly due to the US's
dynamic economic development. Bilateral trade in services,
on the other hand, favours the US. The US is also the leading
destination for Swiss direct investment. According to the
latest US figures, Switzerland is the sixth largest foreign
source of direct investment and the largest in the field of
research and development. Swiss companies have created
around 400,000 jobs in the US, with an average salary of
USD 130,000 - the highest of all foreign investors. In 2023,
the US was the third-largest source of foreign direct inves-
tment in Switzerland. The increasing use of power-political
instruments to enforce economic interests could damage this
economic partnership.

Switzerland also maintains close scientific ties with the US.
Swiss researchers collaborate more frequently with US rese-
archers than those of any other country, as measured by
the number of publications (approx. 14%). This cooperation
is particularly evident in the field of quantum technology,
where the US is also the leading partner in scientific publi-
cations, with a share of 16%. Scientific cooperation is also
strong at the entrepreneurial level: the presence of main
Swissnex locations on the East Coast (Boston and New York)
and on the West Coast (San Francisco) underscores the coun-
try's strategic importance in promoting innovation. Since
2015, there has been institutionalised cooperation between
the two countries in the field of vocational education and
training. This is based on a joint letter of intent as well as a
memorandum of understanding on vocational education and
training, most recently renewed in 2024.

Switzerland has represented US interests in Iran since 1980.
Thanks to its protecting power mandate, Switzerland is
perceived in Washington as a valued, reliable and trustworthy
partner in this context. This facilitates direct exchanges with
high-ranking representatives of the US government.
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Future bilateral cooperation

The challenging of obligations under international law is strai-
ning trust in the US as a dependable partner. To safeguard its
interests, Switzerland will continue its regular dialogue with
the US at various levels while also stepping up its coordina-
tion with other countries.

Switzerland is prepared to expand its investment and trade
relations with the US in the future, as evidenced by the high
levels of Swiss investment in US industrial production, parti-
cularly in research and development, and the commitment
of Swiss companies to training the skilled workers required
in the US.

The strong partnership in research and innovation and the
Swiss-US peer-to-peer connections in all US states (inno-
vation centres, faculties and laboratories) should be safe-
guarded in order to deliver groundbreaking solutions for
society and industry. Exchanges of specific expertise within
this partnership create the basis to drive innovation in areas
such as quantum research, space travel, Al, cybersecurity, life
sciences, agriculture and food innovation.

Switzerland is committed to partnerships in the area of peace
and security, for example as part of its OSCE chairpersonship
in 2026. In this regard, it works to ensure the US remains
involved as a key partner whose indispensable contribution is
vital to the organisation's effectiveness. In the field of secu-
rity policy, initiatives such as the State Partnership Program
with the Colorado National Guard are supplementing existing
military training cooperation between the countries. These
regular exchanges aim to support the mutual development
of expertise and capabilities. The US also plays an important
role as a producer and supplier of defence equipment for
Switzerland.
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Objectives and planned measures:

Bilateral partnership

1. Switzerland bases its partnership with the US on jointly defined interests and strategic priorities.
a. ltcontinues the Strategic Partnership Dialogue established with the US.
h. Itconsiders opening a consulate general in the state of Texas with a focus on business and innovation.

Prosperity and competitiveness

2. Switzerland improves business conditions for Swiss companies in the US.
a. Itconcludes agreements that promote trade and investment, create legal certainty and support the removal of customs duties and trade
barriers.
h. With regard to taxation, it strives to finalise and ratify the revised double taxation agreement as quickly as possible in order to support
investment activities.

3. Switzerland creates optimal conditions for the continuation and deepening of cooperation between Swiss and US actors in education,
research and innovation (ERI).
a. Itmaintains continuous exchanges and continues to use established instruments and channels with the US, including on critical and new
technologies, thereby strengthening Switzerland as a centre of science.
h. Switzerland's visibility as a centre of research and innovation is strengthened through public diplomacy.
c. Switzerland strengthens cooperation with the US in vocational education and training.

Peace and security

4. Switzerland provides good offices for the US.
a. Itcontinues to exercise the protecting power mandate for the USin Iran.
h. Itoffers other good offices, for example as a venue for international meetings, negotiations and conferences.

5. Switzerland maintains its security policy cooperation with the US in specific areas.
a. Itmaintains a continuous exchange with the US on security policy issues and projects, thereby strengthening both Switzerland's defence
capabilities and European security.
h. The opportunities for military and civil cooperation contained in the State Partnership Program with Colorado are further substantiated
and implemented.
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4.1.2 Canada

Population:

40 million #38 (2025)
Gini index:

0.32 (2022)

HDI ranking:
Rang 16/193 (2025)

CANADA

Assessment and characteristics

Canada is the world's ninth largest economy, a member
of the G7 and G20, and the second largest country in the
world after Russia in terms of surface area, with access to the
Atlantic, Pacific and Arctic oceans. Canada has large reserves
of raw materials, including gold, uranium and fertilisers, as
well as metals essential for the energy transition, such as
nickel, copper and cobalt. It is also one of the world's leading
research locations, with 30 top universities, and ranks within
the top 10 countries in terms of total output of scientific
publications. Canada is particularly strong in future technolo-
gies such as Al and quantum research, helping to make it the
fifth-largest recipient of Al investment.

Canada is closely interlinked with the US in terms of its
economy and security policy. Due to the United States-Mexi-
co-Canada Agreement (USMCA), Canadian-US value chains
are highly interconnected. Canada's trade with its southern
neighbour is in some cases more dynamic and liberalised than
between its own provinces. US economic policy therefore has
a significant impact on the Canadian economy. In terms of
security policy, the US is also key to Canada's defence.

As a result of geopolitical tensions, the diversification of
economic and security policy relations with Europe is beco-
ming increasingly important. As ‘the most European of
non-European countries', Canada cultivates its transatlantic
relations and is a committed member of NATO. Canada main-
tains its bilateral relations with the EU and is also the first and
only non-European cooperating state in the European Space
Agency (ESA). Its support for Ukraine, a cross-party priority
for years now, has its roots in the country's 1.3 million-strong
Ukrainian diaspora community.

Climate change in the Arctic is opening up new shipping
routes and access to resources — and attracting the interest
of other states and actors. But these economic opportunities
also pose challenges for the environment, and protecting
Arctic sovereignty is a priority for Canada.

Canada supports a rules-based world order and a functio-
ning multilateral system — a priority underscored by its active
participation in the UN and other international organisations
such as the WTO, OECD, OSCE, and IOF, as well as its G7
and G20 membership. As a federal, multilingual democracy
with stable institutions, Canada attaches great importance to
protecting fundamental freedoms and minorities.
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GDP (nominal): Representation opened:
USD 2.319 trillion (2025) consulate in1875, legation in 1945
Annual growth in GDP: Swiss community:

+1.7% (compared to 2024)

GDP per capita:
USD 55,765 (2025)

41,958 (2025)

Bilateral trade:
CHF12.5 billion (2025)

Bilateral relations

Switzerland and Canada's long-standing dialogue on politics,
economics and science contributes to a trusting partnership.
Canada is Switzerland's second-largest trading partner in the
Americas, while Switzerland is the sixth-largest direct investor
in Canada. The Swiss private sector is well established in
Canada. With a shared language and a similar business culture,
Canada is an attractive entry point into the North American
market for Swiss companies. Swiss companies have over 300
branches in Canada, accounting for around 50,000 jobs. If the
trade dispute between Canada and the US continues, there
will likely be a greater need for support from Switzerland's
network of representations.

The renewal of existing agreements strengthens the frame-
work conditions for the companies concerned and allows them
to plan with greater certainty.

Canada and Switzerland are leaders in future-oriented research
fields. Cooperation with Canada in this area therefore remains
highly important in the longer term. The joint statement
signed in 2023 has opened up new avenues of cooperation,
for example in polar research, which is key to understanding
climate change in the Alps. Switzerland enjoys an excellent
reputation in Canada as a centre of research.

Switzerland and Canada also cooperate in the cultural sphere,
notably within the framework of an agreement on film co-pro-
ductions.

Canada's dynamic economy, high quality of life and political
stability make it a popular country to emigrate to, and Swiss
nationals are no exception to this: Canada is home to the
world's fifth-largest community of Swiss abroad. The repre-
sentations in Ottawa, Montreal and Vancouver, as well as the
five honorary consulates, serve the Swiss community abroad
and the numerous Swiss tourists in Canada. Switzerland also
issues visas for other Schengen countries, thus playing a central
role in Schengen cooperation. Switzerland aims to strengthen
its presence in the Greater Toronto Area.



Objectives and planned measures:

Bilateral partnership

1. Switzerland bases its partnership with Canada on jointly defined interests and strategic priorities.
a. Itcontinues political dialogue within the framework of the annual consultations.

Prosperity and competitiveness

2. Switzerland improves the business conditions for Swiss companies in Canada.
a. Itseeksto modernise the existing EFTA-Canada free trade agreement, the double taxation agreement and the mutual recognition agreement
on the certification of medicinal products.

3. Switzerland creates optimal framework conditions for continuing and deepening cooperation between Swiss and Canadian actors in
education, research and innovation.
a. Itcontinues toimplement the Joint Statement on Science, Technology and Innovation in the areas of climate and sustainability, life sciences
and health, quantum science and technologies, and artificial intelligence.
h. Switzerland engages in public diplomacy to raise its profile as a centre of research and innovation.

Peace and security

4. Switzerland deepens its cooperation with Canada in the areas of security policy and human rights.
a. Switzerland steps up exchanges with the Canadian authorities at the bilateral and multilateral levels, including in the context of Switzerland's
0SCE chairpersonship in 2026.
h. Switzerland endeavours to conclude a non-legally binding cooperation agreement with Canada in the field of military training and education.



4.1.3 Mexico

Population:

132 million #11 (2025)
Gini index:

0.43 (2024)

HDI ranking:

Rang 81/193

Assessment and characteristics

As a federal state with a population of 132 million people
and over 60 national languages, Mexico is a country whose
diverse culture has roots in both North and Latin America.

Its 14 free trade agreements (FTAs) with 52 countries and
OECD membership make Mexico one of the most attractive
and open markets in the region. The FTA with the EU, and
in particular the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA) are part of this. Indeed, Mexico's strong integration
into the North American market has made it an important
manufacturing location by regional comparison. Around
80% of Mexican exports go to the US, making the country
dependent on its northern neighbour. A stable and reli-
able relationship with the US is essential for the investment
climate and regional integration of value chains. At the same
time, under pressure from US customs policy, Mexico has
recognised the need to diversify its economic relations, which
opens up opportunities for countries such as Switzerland. The
Mexican economy is expected to benefit in the coming years
from a young and growing labour force. In addition, Mexico
has many graduates in the natural sciences and technical
fields compared to other countries in the region.

President Claudia Sheinbaum Pardo and her Morena party
received broad popular support in the 2024 elections, paving
the way for the governing party to implement the key points
of its reform agenda. At the same time, the electoral victory
highlights the importance of a carefully crafted reform
agenda in upholding fundamental democratic principles and
the rule of law — in particular with regard to the judiciary and
when reorienting formerly autonomous institutions.

The change in Mexico's government has also resulted in
sustainability and environmental issues becoming priorities.
As part of this, there are plans for large-scale investment in
renewable energy development and in infrastructure.

Concerning migration, Mexico is a country of origin and
transit, and increasingly also a destination. This development
is partly due to the more restrictive migration policy of the US,
which is stranding US-bound people in Mexico. The Mexican
economy can accommodate some of these migrants, but the
sharp increase in asylum applications and their processing
does pose a challenge.
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GDP (nominal):
USD 1.832 trillion (2025)

Annual growth in GDP:

Representation opened:
consulate general in 1847,
legation in 1945

+0.6% (compared to 2024) Swiss community:
GDP per capita: 5,273 (2025)
USD 13,741 (2025) Bilateral trade:

CHF 4.1 billion (2025)

Mexico is in the throes of a protracted security crisis. When
the drug cartels fragmented in the 2000s, an escalation of
violence ensued. As a result, murder rates and the number
of enforced disappearances have remained high for years.
Organised crime is not only at work in drug trafficking but
has also expanded its operations to human trafficking and
the control of legal business sectors. The illegal arms trade,
mainly from the US, and widespread corruption make it even
more difficult to combat these organisations.

Mexico advocates for compliance with international law and
a strong multilateral system, and acts as a mediator in the
UN. The country's positions are similar to those of Switzer-
land, and it is an active and constructive UN member state.

Bilateral relations

Mexico's relations with Switzerland are multifaceted, with
close cooperation in particular on economic affairs, human
rights and environmental issues. This cooperation is reinforced
by annual political consultations, human rights dialogues and
a joint economic commission. A Swiss Business Hub is integ-
rated into the embassy.

Switzerland's economic presence in Mexico is firmly anchored
and broad-based; it ranks as the ninth-largest investor with
over 400 companies operating in the country. Concluding the
negotiations on modernising the free trade agreement and
the investment protection agreement would be an important
step in further expanding trade relations. Beyond this, the
two countries are stepping up cooperation in research and
innovation with a view to making targeted use of existing ERI
instruments.

Another important component of their bilateral and multila-
teral cooperation is work on human rights. Joint membership
of the Human Rights Council until the end of 2027 allows
for targeted multilateral coordination. Bilaterally, Switzerland
is providing support to a project to improve forensic identifica-
tion and thereby combat impunity. This remains a priority issue
in view of the many missing persons and organised crime.



Mexico and Switzerland also cooperate on climate change  Lastly, the two countries also cooperate in the cultural sphere,
mitigation, including within the Environmental Integrity including through bilateral agreements on film co-production
Group (EIG), in international climate negotiations. The  and the transfer of cultural property, as well as through Swiss
Mexican government's prioritisation of environmental issues  contributions to the protection of Mexico's millennia-old

opens up additional opportunities for cooperation. Switzer-  cultural heritage.
land is considering concluding a bilateral climate agreement
with Mexico on emissions reduction.

Objectives and planned measures:

Bilateral partnership

1. Switzerland bases its partnership with Mexico on jointly defined interests and strategic priorities.
a. Itcontinues political dialogue within the framework of the annual consultations.

Prosperity and competitiveness

2. Switzerland improves the business conditions for Swiss companies in Mexico.
a. Itcontinues dialoguing on economic issues within the framework of the joint economic commission.
b. Specifically, it aims to modernise the existing free trade agreement between the EFTA states and Mexico, the investment protection
agreement and other agreements that help dismantle obstacles to trade.

Democracy and governance

3. Switzerland steps up bilateral and multilateral cooperation on international law and human rights.
a. Itcontinues the annual human rights dialogue on bilateral and multilateral issues.
b. Itsupports Mexico, upon request, inimplementing recommendations from the Universal Periodic Review, for example by contributing
to scientific exchanges on forensic methods for identifying missing persons.

The environment

4. Switzerland steps up its cooperation with Mexico on environmental issues.
a. Itcoordinates with Mexico in the Environmental Integrity Group to involve major emitters in an effective climate change mitigation
regime.
b. Itis examining the possibility of a bilateral agreement to reduce emissions.



4.1.4 Brazil

Population:

213 million, #7 (2025)
Gini index:

0.50 (2024)

HDI ranking:

Rang 84/193

BRAZIL

Assessment and characteristics

As the eighth-largest economy in the world, the fourth-lar-
gest democracy and the most populous country in Latin
America, Brazil is a regional heavyweight. With 212 million
inhabitants in an area 200 times larger than Switzerland and
an abundance of natural resources, the country provides food
for almost 10% of the world's population. As a democratic
country and BRICS+ member, Brazil is a strategically signifi-
cant partner for dialogue amidst the current changes in the
international order.

Brazil harbours great economic potential. The country is a
major exporter of raw materials and its production and indus-
trial sectors are strong. The historic tax reform passed in 2023
could significantly improve Brazil's competitiveness once it is
implemented. The Brazilian market, which remains protec
tionist, could become even more economically attractive
through unilateral measures to remove trade barriers and the
conclusion of free trade agreements. However, challenges
such as attacks on the independence of the judiciary, security
problems and corruption must also be overcome.

More than 60% of the Amazon is located in Brazilian territory,
making the country a key player in climate change mitigation
and biodiversity conservation. The Amazon produces 20% of
the Earth's oxygen, contains 20% of its fresh water, stores
about 5 years' worth of global CO2 emissions and is home
to 10% of the Earth's species. All of this is endangered by
droughts, deforestation, and illegal mining. Some 20% of the
forest area has already been destroyed and 40% damaged.
However, the authorities' active environmental policy has
already borne fruit: deforestation in 2024, for example, fell
by more than 31% year on year.

Brazil is the most important hub for education, research
and development in Latin America. The country leads the
region in academic publications and university rankings.
Brazil also launched the G20 Research and Innovation
Working Group, was the first country in the Americas to
become one of CERN's associate member states, and is
a member of the Eureka network. It is establishing itself
as a leading actor in the bioeconomy and Al sectors.

Brazil is committed to a strong multilateral system and a

world order based on international law, albeit with priorities
that differ in some respects from those of Switzerland. It is
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GDP (nominal): Representation opened:

USD 2.279 trillion (2025) consulate in1829, legation in 1907
Annual growth in GDP: Swiss community:

+2.3% (compared to 2024) 13,824 (2025)

Bilateral trade:
CHF 5.4 hillion (2025)

GDP per capita:
USD 10,686 (2025)

part of international forums such as the G20 and BRICS, and
hosted COP30 in 2025. The government has been focusing
its multilateral foreign policy on global challenges such as
preserving the Amazon and combating climate change, as
well as on good Al governance, thereby raising its profile in
the international arena.

At the same time, the country sees itself as an advocate for
the interests of developing countries and maintains good
relations with all countries.

Bilateral relations

Switzerland is well represented in Brazil with an embassy, two
consulates general, nine honorary consulates, and one Swiss
Business Hub, as well as by Swissnex, Swiss Tourism and Pro
Helvetia. There are annual dialogues on politics, economics
and human rights, as well as biennial dialogues on scientific
topics. In addition, high-level diplomatic visits have been
stepped up in recent years.

The University of St. Gallen acts as the leading house for Latin
America. On behalf of SERI, it develops cooperation instru-
ments such as start-up funding and pilot projects.

The Swiss private sector is also investing heavily: over 550
companies employ around 95,000 people in the country,
and Switzerland ranks as the third-largest foreign investor.
Opportunities lie in particular in the areas of energy, infra-
structure, agriculture, health, water and wastewater.

Steps to seize these opportunities would be facilitated by the
entry into force of the free trade agreement between EFTA
and MERCOSUR, which grants regulated, preferential market
access.

Switzerland supports environmental and development funds
for the Amazon and promotes projects against deforesta-
tion and in favour of sustainable forest use. In addition, it is
examining a bilateral climate agreement with Brazil to reduce
emissions.

In its role as a bridge-builder, Brazil is an excellent dialogue
partner for Switzerland, including in the context of global
peace promotion.



Objectives and planned measures:

Bilateral partnership

1. Switzerland bases its partnership with Brazil on jointly defined interests and strategic priorities.
a. Itcontinues political dialogue within the framework of the annual consultations.

Prosperity and competitiveness

2. Switzerland improves the business conditions for Swiss companies in Brazil.
a. Itcontinues dialoguing on economic issues within the framework of the joint economic commission.
b. It seeksthe rapid entry into force and implementation of the EFTA-MERCOSUR Free Trade Agreement and considers negotiations aimed
at concluding a Bilateral Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement.

3. Switzerland creates optimal framework conditions for continuing and deepening cooperation between Swiss and Brazilian actors
in education, research and innovation (ERI).
a. Itcontinues dialoguing on science and technology within the framework of the Joint Committee Meeting.
b. Itutilises the existing instruments and vehicles to step up ERI cooperation.
c. Switzerland engages in public diplomacy to raise its profile as a centre of research and innovation.

Democracy and governance

4. Switzerland continues its cooperation with Brazil on international law and human rights.
a. Itcontinues the annual human rights dialogue on bilateral and multilateral human rights matters.
b. It supports Brazil, upon request, in implementing recommendations from the Universal Periodic Review.

The environment

5. Switzerland cooperates with Brazil on environmental matters, in particular the conservation of the Amazon.
a. It participates in the Amazon Fund, which pools international contributions to protect the Brazilian part of the Amazon.
h. Itsupports innovative bioeconomy programmes and projects.
c. Itseeksto conclude a bilateral agreement on emissions reduction.
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4.1.5 Argentina

Population:

46 million, #35 (2025)
Gini index:

0.42 (2024)

HDI ranking:

Rang 47/193

ARGENTINA

Assessment and characteristics

Argentina — the third-largest economy in Latin America and
a member of the G20 - is at the beginning of a strategic
reorientation. With a population of 47 million and substantial
natural resources, the country is one of the most influential in
Latin America. At the same time, its development has repea-
tedly been weakened by economic crises.

The current government's economic policy agenda is ambi-
tious. Budgetary discipline, public spending cuts, deregula-
tion and reducing the size of the state are its main elements.
Argentina also aims to become a major exporter in the energy
and extractive sector. At the same time, its economic future
remains fragile. The Argentinian central bank's dollar reserves
are low, almost half of the population is living below the
poverty line and the social costs of the reforms are consider-
able. Sustainable economic success depends to a large extent
on political stability, the ability to implement the reforms,
acceptable levels of inflation and societal support.

Argentina's long-standing commitment to regional integra-
tion and international law is currently overshadowed by a
critical stance towards the Sustainable Development Goals of
the UN's 2030 Agenda and the country's request to with-
draw from the World Health Organization.

GDP (nominal): Representation opened: first
USD 681 hillion (2025) consulate in 1834, legation in 1891
Annual growth in GDP: Swiss community:

+4.4% (compared to 2024) 15,111 (2025)

Bilateral trade:
CHF 2.7 billion (2025)

GDP per capita:
USD 14,355 (2025)

Bilateral relations

Bilateral relations between Switzerland and Argentina have
been forged over more than 190 years. Historically a focal
point of Swiss presence in Latin America, Argentina is home
to a large Swiss community of over 15,000 people. Swit-
zerland has strong cultural roots in the country that remain
tangible today and is a top investor, with Swiss foreign direct
investment coming in fifth in 2024.

Argentina's economic reform programme is improving the
business and investment climate for Swiss companies. In addi-
tion, ambitious government projects and incentives may give
rise to new opportunities in the areas of agricultural techno-
logy, energy and critical minerals. Switzerland is committed
to improving the framework conditions for investment and
trade by promoting the rapid entry into force and implemen-
tation of the EFTA-MERCOSUR Free Trade Agreement and
supporting Argentina during its OECD accession process.

Objectives and planned measures

Bilateral partnership

1. Switzerland bases its partnership with Argentina on jointly defined interests and strategic priorities.
a. Itcontinues political dialogue within the framework of the annual consultations.
h. Itfosters exchanges with the largest Swiss community in Latin America and its network.

Prosperity and competitiveness

2. Switzerland improves the business conditions for Swiss companies in Argentina.
a. Itworks towards the rapid entry into force and implementation of the EFTA-MERCOSUR Free Trade Agreement.
b. It supports Argentina in the OECD accession process by providing regular, constructive feedback on country reports and by participa-

ting in the technical committees.
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4.2 Thematic priorities
4.2.1 Peace and security

Context

Overt wars between countries of the Americas have been
a rarity for decades. Although international tensions do
arise sporadically, security issues there are mainly shaped by
domestic tensions and conflicts as well as organised crime.
Whereas some of these tensions are of an ideological and
political nature, the underlying drivers are often the struggle
for resources and territorial control.

In some countries, conflicts continue to pose a major chal-
lenge to society even years after they end. Here, transitional
justice and dealing with the past are vital in restoring social
peace. There are also dangers for the population in the form
of landmines, such as in Colombia. Humanitarian mine action
plays an important role in the context of demobilising and
reintegrating armed groups.

Switzerland's strengths and priorities

The long-term orientation of Swiss peace policy creates a
solid foundation for involvement in complex conflict situ-
ations. Due to its discretion and its tradition of keeping
communication channels open and maintaining a network
with as many different actors as possible, Switzerland is
perceived as a trustworthy partner in the Americas. At the
same time, Switzerland clearly positions itself on the side of
the rule of law, democracy and the observance of human
rights and international humanitarian law.

Switzerland remains true to its humanitarian tradition and
continues to provide humanitarian aid in the region, particu-
larly in countries with protracted crises such as Haiti, as well
as in the event of natural disasters. Through this aid, it helps
to protect vulnerable local communities.

When diplomatic relations on the continent are broken off,
Switzerland also acts as a protecting power. By providing a
communication channel, Switzerland helps to ensure that
essential diplomatic and consular business can continue
to take place between states. Switzerland currently holds
five protecting power mandates fully or partially within
the Americas: for the US in Iran, Iran in Canada, Mexico in
Ecuador, and for Ecuador in Mexico and Venezuela.

Global criminal networks linked to the Americas pose
a security risk for Switzerland in multiple ways. Beyond
the danger they pose to the Swiss companies and citizens
there, these networks are also expanding into Switzerland.
Drugs, especially cocaine and its derivatives, are increasingly
making their way from South and Central America to Swit-
zerland, where they are dealt and consumed. Cooperation
in combating these networks must therefore be stepped up.

Colombia and Venezuela: Swiss expertise in
complex conflict situations

Colombia and Venezuela are facing major, complex challenges.

In both cases, Switzerland's engagement has the consent of the
parties to the conflict. A comprehensive peace process is under way
in Colombia, while in Venezuela, dialogue between the government
and the opposition is being facilitated with a view to finding
compromises in the interests of the country. Regional approaches
are also necessary, as the security situation in the border regions
between Venezuela and Colombia is impartant for the Stability of the
entire region.

Switzerland works for inclusive, sustainable and comprehensive
peace in Colombia. With its contribution to civilian peacebuilding
and its manaates as a third party in peace negotiations with armed
groups, itis a trustworthy and respected partner. In the context of
deadlocks and setbacks in the peace process and negotiations, it is
vital that cooperation adopts a long-term outlook. Switzerland atta-
ches great importance to the equal participation of women and men
in dialogue formats and peace negotiations, as well as to protection
from sexual and gender-based violence. Switzerland also promotes
the right to know and the rights to justice, rearess and the guarantee
of non-recurrence, with the aim of contributing to reconciliation
processes, combating impunity and preventing renewed violence.

The impact of Switzerland's peace work is reinforced by the fact
that ather activities carried out by the Swiss representation in
Colombia also serve the cause of peace. Humanitarian aid and mine
clearance promote peace and security for the local population, as
does economic cooperation, which makes important contributions
to resalving conflicts over land ownership, for example through its
support for cadastral reform.

Switzerland's work in Venezuela combines good offices, peace-
building and humanitarian aid. It supports ongoing steps towarads
greater openness, dialogue and reforms, strengthens efforts to deal
with the migration crisis, and contributes to regional stability.
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Objectives and planned measures:

1. Switzerland offers its good offices when diplomatic relations between countries in the Americas are broken off.
a. Itcontinues to fulfil the existing protecting power mandates and indicates willingness to take on further mandates of this type.
b. It offersto host dialogues and negotiations between parties to conflicts.

2. Switzerland provides humanitarian aid in the region.

a. It strengthens the protection of vulnerable population groups and resilience in countries in crisis, such as Haiti.

b. It provides emergency relief in crises on request.

3. Switzerland supports the fight against organised crime.

a. It makes use of the instruments of mutual legal assistance and police cooperation.
h. Ittracks connections and structures of Latin American organised crime in Switzerland.
c. Itworks multilaterally towards a balanced international drug policy that gives equal weight to human rights and public health on

the one hand and regulation and control on the other.

4. Switzerland supports the peace process in Colombia.

a. Itstrengthens dialogue and negotiation processes between the state and armed groups.
b. It supports the implementation of the 2016 peace agreement, particularly in the areas of participation and dealing with the past.

5. Switzerland offers its good offices in Venezuela.

a. Itcontinues to fulfil the existing protecting power mandate for Ecuador in Venezuela.
h. Itsupports dialogue between political actors and civil society at national and local level.

4.2.2 Prosperity and competitiveness

Context

The economic performance and development levels of coun-
tries in the Americas vary greatly. While some of them have
economies that are among the world's largest, others are
facing fundamental development challenges that include
poverty, inequality and inadequate education and health-
care systems. Many countries in the Americas have lost trust
in US trade policy and are now rethinking their economic
dependence on the US. This has prompted them to start
diversifying their foreign economic relations. Examples of this
include the signing of the EU/EFTA—-MERCOSUR free trade
agreements, and infrastructure projects such as the Bioceanic
Corridor — a railway and motorway linking the Atlantic and
Pacific oceans — which is intended to facilitate trade between
Chile and Brazil and help connect Brazil to markets in Asia.
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Gold - a precious metal caught hetween
economic interests, the environment and human
rights

A key component of Switzerland's trade relations with the region

is the high volume of gold imports. As the world's leading centre
for refining and trading gold, Switzerland plays a key role in value
creation, employment and innovation in this sector. Industrial gold
mining is based on significant investments, advanced technologies
and environmental and social standards. It makes an important
contribution to economic growth, but often also entails environmen-
tal and social risks and can cause tensions with local communities.
Small-scale mining guarantees vital income for millions of people,
but it is often connected with dangerous working conditions,

child labour, human rights violations and serious environmental
consequences, particularly through the use of mercury.

Switzerland encourages companies to adopt responsible practices
and at the same time create an environment that promotes
competitiveness and innavation. In addition, it promotes the
formalisation and professionalisation of small-scale mining in order
to augment the safety and productivity of mining communities
and better protect the environment. It aligns this work with the UN
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs] and the
relevant OECD guidelines, promoting their implementation through
partnership-based cooperation with companies, states and civil
society. Within the framework of the Minamata Convention, Swit-
Zerland supports countries with small-scale gold mining operations
in reducing and, where possible, completely eliminating the use of
mercury in this sector. Switzerland also promotes the formalisation
of small-scale mining in two ways: 1] through political dialogue

in order to make it more sustainable and improve labour and



environmental standards; and 2] through initiatives such as Swiss
Better Gold, which integrates responsibly produced gold from Latin
American mines into the international market. By supporting the
Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITl), Switzerland also
promaotes transparency, accountability and responsible governance
as regards the extraction of raw materials.

Switzerland's strengths and priorities

Switzerland's trade relations with the countries of the
Americas are focused in particular on the US and the other
G20 states. Given the growing interest of several countries
in economic diversification and international trade based on
international law, Switzerland has the opportunity to deepen
existing relations and forge new ones. It aims to improve busi-
ness conditions by renewing existing agreements and conclu-
ding new ones that promote bilateral trade and investment
and provide legal certainty. In the WTO, Switzerland works
together with various countries of the Americas to reform
and strengthen the multilateral trading system. Beyond this,
Switzerland would also like to intensify its trade relations with
Latin American countries through a greater focus on new
plurilateral formats.

In the area of critical minerals, Switzerland mostly covers
its needs indirectly through partners within the EU. Here, it
pursues a horizontal industrial policy aimed at strengthening
the competitiveness and resilience of its own economy. This
includes, among other things, further developing existing
free trade and bilateral investment promotion and protection
agreements, as well as examining sectoral agreements with
individual states, where this is necessary to secure strategic
raw materials. Switzerland continues to advocate at interna-
tional level for the sustainable management of minerals and
metals throughout their life cycle.

Challenges for Swiss companies include bureaucracy, unclear
and changing legal frameworks, corruption and organised
crime in some countries in the region. And many of the coun-
tries' judiciaries are weak, further encumbering the invest-
ment climate. Switzerland therefore relies on the consistent
use of all instruments at its disposal to combat corruption,
including economic cooperation. It also pursues the comple-
mentary approach of supporting OECD accession processes
in selected countries.

Al and quantum research will enable significant advances in
many areas of research and industry. The high concentra-
tion of ultra-powerful computers, as well as of human and
technological expertise — particularly in the Americas — could
structurally hamper the development of financially weaker
countries. Switzerland therefore supports the International
Computation and Al Network (ICAIN) and the Open Quantum
Institute (OQI), which are global initiatives to ensure the equi-
table sharing of technological advances that help achieve the
UN's Sustainable Development Goals.

Swiss cooperation programme in Peru

Peru is a priority country for SECO's economic cooperation and
development work. The 2025-28 cooperation programme Supports
the country in achieving sustainable economic growth and imple-
menting the reforms required as part of the OFECD accession process.
This process furnishes Peru with a roadmap for alignment with
international best practice and the strengthening of central economic
and governance structures. The programme focuses on promating a
competitive, innovative and sustainable private sector and strengt-
hening public institutions for sustainable and decentralised

urban growth.

By impraving Peru's legal framework and business environment,
Switzerland is promaoting trade, investment and export diversification,
facilitating market access for Swiss companies and augmenting the
impact of the EFTA-Peru free trade agreement. Supporting Peru's
progress towards OECD standards is also in line with Switzerland's
commitment to multilateralism and high interational Standards in
the areas of governance and economic practices.
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Objectives and planned measures:

1. Switzerland diversifies its foreign economic relations and bolsters the framework conditions for Swiss companies abroad.
a. ltconcludes new agreements and renews existing agreements that promote trade and investment and contribute to strengthening
legal certainty, prioritising free trade, investment protection, double taxation and air transport agreements.
b. Itadvocates an open multilateral trading system based on international law, for example by working with partners in the region within
the framework of plurinational initiatives or informal groups of states.

2. Switzerland promotes sustainable economic models and competitiveness in the private sector.
a. Together with the private sector, it works towards responsible and sustainable management of raw materials, particularly of gold.
b. Itsupports OECD accession candidates through active participation in technical committees and targeted support inimplementing

relevant standards.

c. Itsupports Colombia's transition to a deeper economic and investment partnership and ensures that the results obtained are consoli-

dated sustainably with the involvement of the private sector.

3. Switzerland creates optimal conditions for cooperation in education, research and innovation (ERI).
a. Itharnesses existing ERIinstruments and vehicles - in particular the Swiss National Science Foundation and the Swiss Government
Excellence Scholarships - and the Ieading house for Latin America (University of St.Gallen) to step up research and innovation coopera-

tion with the respective countries in the region.

4.2.3 The environment

Context

The Americas play a key role in worldwide efforts to combat
climate change and protect the environment. Latin America
alone accounts for around 40% of the world's biodiversity
and 60% of its tropical forests. Although unevenly distri-
buted, almost half of the world's fresh water is found in the
Americas — from the Andean glaciers to the Amazon and the
Great Lakes of North America.

At the same time, the US and Canada are among the coun-
tries with the highest per capita CO2 emissions worldwide
— more than three times those of Switzerland. The Americas
are also among the largest producers of plastic waste: only
5% of plastic waste in Latin America and the Caribbean is
recycled. Highly hazardous pesticides continue to be used
in Latin America, with serious consequences for biodiversity
and health.

Switzerland's strengths and priorities

Switzerland's environmental policy focuses on long-term
and partnership-based cooperation. It contributes technical
expertise, exploits synergies with stakeholders in research
and the private sector, and pursues a regional approach.
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Switzerland has committed itself internationally to a 50%
reduction in emissions by 2030, as compared with 1990
levels. Some of them are to be offset through climate protec-
tion projects abroad realised as part of bilateral agreements
under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement. In the Americas,
Switzerland has already concluded four such agreements,
with Peru, Dominica, Uruguay and Chile, as well as a memo-
randum of understanding with Brazil, and is in talks with
other countries. This makes it one of the pioneers in bilateral
cooperation under Article 6. During the strategy period,
project implementation and the crediting of emission savings
will come to the fore.

Switzerland is bundling its expertise in international coope-
ration in a regional hub in the embassy in Lima. This hub
supports regional projects, policy dialogue and technical
problem-solving relating to climate, disaster risk reduction,
the environment and water management, and is geared
towards the region's long-term climate challenges.

In UN negotiations, Switzerland advocates for an effective
international agreement against plastic pollution. To this
end, it is working with ten countries in the region within the
framework of the High Ambition Coalition.



The Amazon

The Amazon covers 47% of the South American continent. Within the
global ecasystem, it plays a central role in storing CO, and protecting
biodiversity.

But facts on the developments there Speak for themselves: over
the past 50 years, 20% of the rainforest has vanished, with a further
40% damaged. Since 2023, the region has been suffering from a
historic drought. Parts of the South-eastern Amazon now emit more
C0, than they store - around one billion tonnes each year. About one
third of global tropical deforestation occurs in Brazil. Environmental
pollution, for example through the use of mercury in mining, also
endangers the biosphere.

Switzerland works in various areas to protect this globally vital natural
home. It supports projects on traceable supply chains, sustainable
agriculture, the bioeconomy, water management, climate resilience
and the protection of vulnerable communities. For implementation,
it uses the full range of instruments at its disposal: multilateral

and bilateral funds, the Swissnex netwoark, economic cooperation
instruments and regional initiatives of the thematic hub in Lima.

Figure 8: The Amazon as a biosphere and climate factor (source: FDFA]

..iS home to
350 indigenous
communities.

~

..hosts 10%
of the world's
biodiversity.

..stores 5 years
of global
CO, emissions.

/

..retains 20 %
of the world's
freshwater reserves.

S~

..produces 20 %
of the world's
oxygen.

27



Objectives and planned measures:

1. Switzerland supports countries in Latin America and the Caribbean in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and dealing with climate

change.

a. Itfocusesits efforts on bilateral agreements in accordance with Article 6 of the Paris Agreement. In addition, it considers multilateral
approaches within the framework of this article's crediting mechanism - the Paris Agreement Crediting Mechanism (PACM).
b. It promotes the prevention of climate change-related risks and climate change adaptation through its hub in Lima.

2. Switzerland promotes the protection and sustainable use of biodiversity in the Americas.
a. Itsupports the long-term protection of the Amazon and promotes the sustainable use of natural resources, particularly in water and

forest management.

h. It participates actively in the negotiations on an international agreement against plastic pollution and is strengthening international

cooperation in this area.

c. Itiscommitted to reducing mercury emissions under the Minamata Convention and pesticide and other chemical emissions under the

Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions.

4.2.4 Democracy and governance

Context

In global comparisons, the Americas regularly receive good
rankings in terms of various democracy indicators. Democracy
is an integral part of the political identity of many countries
in the region and as widely supported as it is in Switzerland.
Canada, Costa Rica, Uruguay and Chile are regularly cited as
positive examples in democracy rankings due to their robust
institutions and strong rule of law.

Despite these democratic identities, authoritarianism is on
the rise in the Americas too, seen in particular in restrictions
on freedom of expression and greater state control of civil
society. This increasingly alienates governments from their
populations, reinforcing political polarisation, populist forces
and the marginalisation of certain population groups. Accor-
ding to data from the NGO Front Line Defenders, 324 human
rights defenders were killed worldwide in 2024, with nearly
80% of these deaths occurring in Latin America.

Switzerland's strengths and priorities

Stable, democratic states are reliable partners for Switzerland
as regards economic, security-policy and other matters. The
promotion of democracy and good governance as well as
respect for human rights remain important issues, and Switzer-
land's work on them is set out in concrete terms in the FDFA's
Guidelines on Democracy and Guidelines on Human Rights.

Leveraging its recognised political stability and democratic
tradition, Switzerland can play a credible role in political
dialogue to bolster democratic resilience. The approach
here focuses on countries in which democratic structures
are still in place and there is openness for dialogue despite
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the trend towards authoritarianism. This approach is built
on two supporting pillars: 1) diplomacy for democracy, with
good offices for bilateral and multilateral dialogue forums,
and 2) support for state institutions and civil society actors
that aims to fortify democratic processes. Since 2025, a Swiss
democracy expert based in Costa Rica has been co-develo-
ping corresponding initiatives in selected Latin American
countries.

Preventing corruption and promoting integrity have a special
role to play in good governance. Even though individual
states are making progress, structural weaknesses, institu-
tional deadlocks and social polarisation remain a breeding
ground for corruption. Switzerland strengthens good gover-
nance through its economic development cooperation. It
raises Swiss companies' awareness of corruption-related risks
that arise when doing business abroad and develops norma-
tive frameworks and executive cooperation approaches
with countries in the Americas that are interested in doing
so. It strengthens the fight against international corruption
through consistent criminal prosecution and mutual legal
assistance, and works at multilateral level to create a preven-
tive framework.

In view of the growing activities of private security companies,
Switzerland has been promoting the implementation of the
Montreux Document and the International Code of Conduct
for Private Security Service Providers (ICoC) to uphold human
rights and international humanitarian law.



Objectives and planned measures:

1. Switzerland advances democracy and supports good governance.
a. Itworks with interested democracies in the region and leverages bilateral and multilateral dialogue formats focused on democracy and
human rights diplomacy.
b. Itstrengthens institutional and societal frameworks, especially local participation mechanisms and independent electoral authorities,
and regularly seconds experts on international election observation missions.

2. Switzerland protects human rights and international humanitarian law.
a. It promotes respect for human rights and international humanitarian law in the region.
b. Itleverages bilateral and multilateral forums such as the Human Rights Council to set its priorities in accordance with the Guidelines on
Human Rights 2026-29 and together with interested states.
c. Itstrengthens the implementation of international humanitarian law and international standards on security and human rights, in
particular those contained in the Montreux Document, the ICoC and the Voluntary Principles.

3. Switzerland reinforces the fight against corruption in the Americas.
a. Multilaterally and bilaterally, it strengthens the implementation of international anti-corruption standards and works towards effective
monitoring mechanisms, particularly in the areas of good governance, public finances and the return of illicit assets.
b. Itfightsinternational corruption through consistent criminal prosecution and mutual legal assistance and implements the Federal
Council's anti-corruption strategy, including the promotion of integrity in business practices and increased transparency in the
private sector.
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9 Multilateralism

5.1 Cooperation in international
organisations

Numerous countries in the Americas share Switzerland's
commitment to international law and an international frame-
work with reliable conditions. The multilateral landscape
is undergoing profound structural changes, but this also
presents opportunities for renewal. Switzerland therefore
promotes reforms that strengthen the capacity of multila-
teral institutions to act, eliminate duplication of effort and
ensure that international organisations focus on their core
mandates. It grounds its work in pragmatic coalitions with
partners in the Americas and harnesses International Geneva
to participate in shaping, early on, global rules related to the
climate, health and new technologies.

The US and Canada are members of the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) and play an
important role in the European security architecture. In chai-
ring the OSCE in 2026, Switzerland is taking on responsibi-
lity for security and stability in Europe. Switzerland's closer
cooperation with NATO as an organisation and with the US
and Canada as NATO members addresses current security
challenges and further strengthens the interoperability of
defence capabilities.

Switzerland welcomes the Organisation for Economic Co-ope-
ration and Development's (OECD's) strong presence in the
Americas and supports the accession processes of Argentina,
Brazil and Peru. The implementation of OECD standards is an
essential factor in ensuring fair business conditions.

For Switzerland, a country with global economic ties, multila-
teral cooperation and broad-based, predictable standards will
remain key in the future. The multilateral system needs focus
and renewal so that going forward, countries can continue to
find solutions to challenges that can only be tackled together.
In light of this, Switzerland advocates for focused and effec-
tive multilateralism based on the principle of subsidiarity.
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5.2 Cooperation in regional
organisations

This cooperation is particularly valuable for Switzerland,
as pooling expertise and resources and adopting a regi-
onal approach is a better way to overcome complex chal-
lenges. The Organization of American States (OAS) and the
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) are Switzerland's
most important established partners.

The OAS plays an important role in promoting democracy
and protecting human rights, among other things. Swit-
zerland has had observer status there since 1978. The OAS
protects human rights through two well established institu-
tions: the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in San José,
Costa Rica, and the Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights in Washington, D.C.

For many years, Switzerland has participated in OAS election
observation missions, backed the organisation's projects to
strengthen human rights and democratic institutions, and
worked to promote peace in Colombia.

The IDB is the largest multilateral financing mechanism in
Latin America and the Caribbean and is listed as a priority
organisation in Switzerland's International Cooperation Stra-
tegy 2025-28.

Switzerland holds observer status in other regional orga-
nisations such as the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).
CARICOM is recognised as a prominent actor in climate
change mitigation. Its member states advocate for robust
multilateralism. They are continuously expanding their
presence in Geneva. Switzerland is maintaining its dialogue
with these Caribbean states.

It also closely follows developments in regional forums such
as the Pacific Alliance, the Andean Community (CAN), the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC)
and the Central American Integration System (SICA). These
organisations work towards solutions to regional challenges.



Objectives and planned measures:

1. With partners in the Americas, Switzerland furthers the reforms needed to ensure the ability of multilateral institutions to take action.
a. It promotes the efficiency and focus of international organisations on their core mandates in the areas of international law, human
rights and international justice.
h. Ittakes a more visible stance in support of international law and effective multilateralism based on the principle of subsidiarity and
leverages International Geneva in a targeted manner in order to co-shape global rules.

2. Switzerland strengthens regional organisations in the Americas that promote the rule of law, sustainable development, peace and

human rights.

a. Itleverages its observer status at the Organization of American States (OAS) to bolster human rights mechanisms and democracy
promation.

b. It fulfils its monitoring function as a shareholder of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and participates in the board of
directors' discussions and decisions.

c. Italso participates in debates and initiatives of other regional organisations where these are in synergy with Swiss foreign policy
objectives.
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List of abbreviations

Al

BRICS
CAN
CARICOM
CELAC
CERN
corp
EFTA
EIG

EITI

ERI

ESA

EU

FDFA
FPS 2024-27
FTA

G20

G7

GDP
HAC
HDI

IC

ICAIN
ICoC
IDB

IEA

|IOF
MERCOSUR
NATO
NGO
OAS
OECD
oqQl
OSCE
PACM
SECO
SERI
SICA

UN
UNESCO
UNFCCC
UNGP
USMCA
WTO

artificial intelligence

group of countries including Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa

Andean Community (Comunidad Andina)
Caribbean Community

Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (Comunidad de Estados Latinoamericanos y Caribenos)

European Organization for Nuclear Research (Organisation européenne pour la recherche nucléaire)

Conference of the Parties

European Free Trade Association

Environmental Integrity Group

Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative
education, research and innovation

European Space Agency

European Union

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs

Foreign Policy Strategy 2024-27

free trade agreement

Group of 20

Group of Seven

gross domestic product

High Ambition Coalition

Human Development Index

international cooperation

International Computation and Al Network
International Code of Conduct for Private Security Service Providers
Inter-American Development Bank

International Energy Agency

International Organisation of La Francophonie
Southern Common Market (Mercado Comun del Sur)
North Atlantic Treaty Organization

non-governmental organisation

Organization of American States

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
Open Quantum Institute

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
Paris Agreement Crediting Mechanism

State Secretariat for Economic Affairs

State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation

Central American Integration System (Sistema de la Integracion Centroamericana)

United Nations

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights
United States—Mexico—Canada Agreement

World Trade Organization
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Glossary

A regularly updated glossary of foreign policy terminology
is available on the FDFA's website. The Strategies Glossary
aims to ensure a common understanding of the terms used.
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