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The Ambassador’s address
Dear compatriots,
2018 will be particularly important for Madagascar as Presidential elections are scheduled to take place before the end
of this year. Since the country is still recovering from the last crisis of 2009 and from the transitional period thereafter, it is
crucial in the general interest that the electoral process take place within the framework of the republican institutions and
the constitution. We therefore wish full success to the newly appointed government with its efforts towards the indispensable
appeasement needed for the development of this beautiful country. With all the friends of Madagascar, Switzerland is also
assisting the Grande ìle on this bumpy road, namely within the SACEM Steering Committee (Soutien Au Cycle Electoral
de Madagascar) placed under the auspices of the National Independent Electoral Commission (CENI) and UNDP. All
partners – Malagasy and representatives of the international community – must pull on the same string.
Time has come to start preparations for the Swiss National Day, dear compatriots. With this newsletter you will find two
invitations. One is relating to the celebrations which will take place at the Swiss Residence in Antananarivo on 27 July
2018. The second one go to the Swiss citizens living in the Seychelles. Indeed, to mark the occasion, the Embassy – with
the Honorary Consul – will organize a reception on 1 August in Mahé. I will seize the opportunity to meet the Swiss
community with the Seychelles authorities and the diplomatic corps. I look forward to seeing you all in Antananarivo and in
Mahé.

Scholl Peter Pan, Ihosy

www.swissworld.org

Since our last newsletter, I
could travel several times in
Madagascar. In January, I
was in Tamatave where I
paid a visit to Epigasy, the
bakery and pastry school
where young people from a
disadvantaged background
benefit from a high-quality
vocational
training
(cf.
newsletter of June 2017). In
April , I met a few Swiss
fellows active along the
Route Nationale 7 – in the
wood industry in the Betsileo
region or in the education
sector at the Peter Pan
school in Ihosy. Once again,
I could take note of the
personal investment from
Swiss citizens in favour of
their community and the
development
of
Madagascar. I wish to
sincerely thank them all for
their invaluable efforts!
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During this trip towards Tuléar,
I could also personally check a
few projects made possible
with
the
Embassy’s
programme called « Petites
Actions ». First, I paid a visit to
the “Centre Grandir Ensemble”
in Antsirabe where street
children can find a roof, warm
meals
and
professional
support. Then I could dive with
the NGO YSO Madagascar
team in the Toliara lagoon,
where a large number of
artificial reefs are being put in
place in order to recreate the
biodiversity necessary for the
local fishermen. We support a
similar
project
in
the
Seychelles by the way (cf. p.
7)..

2015
Emb

Project of artificial reefs in the Toliara lagoon with the NGO ONG YSO
Madagascar team

Finally, I had the great pleasure to attend on 26 May 2018 the official opening ceremony of a brand new hospital built by
the Swiss Foundation EcoFormation in Bekoratsaka (Sofia region). This project was funded by the municipality of Montreux
and is a response to the urgent need for modern medical infrastructures in a region where there are none. Mr Laurent
Wehrli, Mayor of Montreux and member of the Swiss Parliament, made us the honor of his presence on this occasion.
From 10 to 12 January 2018, I was in Moroni in Comoros for an official business visit during which I was received by HE
Azali Assoumani, President of the Union of Comoros, by Foreign Minister Souef Mohamed Elamine, by representatives of
the international community and by the Grand Mufti. After these 3 days I could get a better idea of the situation in the
country, particularly in relation with the preparations of the Assises Nationales which took place from 5 to 12 February
2018. The latter were set up in order to take stock of forty-two years of independence. Their conclusions should lead to
some constitutional changes and a referendum on 30 July. As it is the case for Madagascar, Switzerland pleaded in Moroni
for the safeguard of political and social stability as matter of priority.
At the beginning of February 2018, I travelled to Seychelles and met with President Danny Faure, Vice-President Vincent
Meriton and several senior officials (foreign affairs, environment and finances). Also, I could meet with a few Swiss fellow
citizens and representatives of civil society. Once again, Seychelles officials and myself came to the conclusion that our
bilateral relations are excellent whilst underlining the dynamism of this small country. As of September, the Swiss airline
Edelweiss will operate a direct flight from Zürich to Mahé, which certainly confirms the popularity of the archipelago among
Swiss tourists.
In this newsletter, you will also find pieces of information relating to the cultural activities of the Embassy since November
2017 (cf. p. 5-6). From classical music to slam, from jazz to cinema, the programme was rich and varied. We hope to be
able to continue our engagement in this field and in doing so promote Swiss personalities and artists with a view to offer to
the public performances of the best quality.
I hope you will find this latest newsletter of interest and wish you, dear compatriots, all the best
Philippe Brandt
Ambassador
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A word from the intern
Bonjour, Ciao et Grüezi to all of you,
Since my arrival in Madagascar in February, la Grande Île never stops surprizing and fascinating me. It all started on my
arrival at Ivato airport. After almost 20 hours spent in different airports and on the plane, I was relieved to see an honorary
guard waiting for me on the airstrip. However, I quickly realized that the guard was not expecting me, but rather the
President of Madagascar who happened to travel on the same plane.
The embassy staff’s warm welcome helped me a lot during the first few days in Madagascar. As you probably know, our
embassy is very small. This allows the academic intern to quickly dive into a multitude of different domains, a very big plus
indeed. I have the opportunity to closely follow the political and economic affairs not only of Madagascar, but also of the
Comoros and, of course, the Seychelles.

Outside professional life at the
embassy, Antananarivo and even
more
so
Madagascar
offer
innumerable opportunities to go out
and travel. A keen rugby player, I did
not hesitate to join a local team. Alas,
the local players with their speed and
agility are terribly hard to tackle, it
has to be said. In general, there is
really nothing I miss here; except
maybe the possibility to dive into the
Aare after a long and busy working
day.

Apart from some small trips, I unfortunately didn’t have the opportunity yet to explore Madagascar’s beautiful nature. Soon,
I will do some hiking in the region of Fianarantsoa, to which I am already looking forward.
I already wish you a lovely 1st of August which will be, for the first time, officially celebrated in the Seychelles.
Best regards,

Lukas Regli
Academic intern
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Consular affairs
Training in Switzerland ?
Educationsuisse advises and provides support to young Swiss citizens who intend to follow training in Switzerland.
For more information, please contact directly:
Educationsuisse
Formation en Suisse
Alpenstrasse 26
3006 Berne
Tel. +41 (0) 31 356 61 04
info@educationsuisse.ch

Swiss passport
Swiss citizens living abroad can for valid reasons request that their biometric data be taken by another passport office in
Switzerland or abroad.
In order to do so, it is advisable to undertake the necessary steps early enough, the cantonal passport offices can be very
busy particularly before and during the holiday period.
The procedure is the following:
Request a passport on line at www.passeportsuisse.ch and indicate under remark where and when you wish to have your
biometric data taken.
This Embassy will then contact the cantonal passport office . Once their approval is notified, the Embassy will send you an
e-mail giving you the contact of the passport office in Switzerland. You will then be able to make an appointment.
For minors, the 2 parents are requested to be present in order to sign the application form. If one of the parents cannot be
present, it is necessary to explain his/her absence. This Embassy can provide a form of consent. A copy of an identity
document of the absent parent is also required.

Health and accident insurance with medical repatriation
It is highly recommended to take insurance cover against illness, accident and medical repatriation. At the end of the
month during which you have announced your departure from Switzerland, usually corresponds with the end of the
insurance cover in Switzerland according to the LAMal (Federal Law on Health Insurance).
On the website of the Organization for Swiss abroad (OSA), you will find a list of insurers offering covers for Swiss living
abroad. This list can be found on the following link:
http://aso.ch/en/consultation/living-abroad/social-insurance/health-insurance/health-insurance-outside-euefta

www.swissworld.org
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Cultural Events
As is customary, Switzerland’s Embassy in Antananarivo continued its support to the Malagasy cultural scene in 2018. On
the agenda you could find architecture, short films, classical music and cinema. During these events, the Malagasy public
could get a taste of our country and its culture in all its diversity.

The Slam National de Madagascar
In December 2017, Swiss artist Narcisse chaired the 8th edition of the Slam National de Madagascar. Young slamers from
all over the country met in the capital to engage in friendly competition from 2 to 9 December 2017. As Narcisse rightly
observed during the festival’s closing ceremony: Madagascar really is a slam nation.

The Night of Ideas
During the Night of Ideas at the Institut Français de Madagascar (IFM) on 25 January 2018, the conference by the Swiss
urbanist and architect Jerôme Chenal was a great success. The professor at the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de
Lausanne painted the picture of a habitable city, notably in proposing easy and quick solutions to improve the notoriously
horrendous traffic in many African cities.

The Rencontres du Film Court (RFC)
For more than ten years, our Embassy had supported the Rencontres du Film Court, which this year celebrated their 13th
edition in April. During the evening Suisse en Courts, Ghislaine Heger, filmmaker and specialist for short films, presented
a selection of six Swiss short films. From an animated film about love and the tests of time to the surprising story of a young
girl’s date, the audience could appreciate Swiss cinematography in its many varieties. The Swiss Embassy, in the person
of our Consul Sabine Jenkins, had the further honour to be part of the jury on the festival’s opening night.

RFC Suisse en Courts, from left to right Ghislaine Heger, Laza, Ambassador Philippe Brandt,
François Xavier Mayer, one of the first founder of the RFC.

www.swissworld.org
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From 30 April to 4 May, Mozarteum Madagascar welcomed the Swiss string quartet Quatuor Chrysateos. The four
musicians held a two-day masterclass for aspiring and talented local musicians which resulted in a Concert Classique de
Midi at the Institut Français de Madagascar (IFM) where teachers and students together entertained the audience. On a
different note, Annette Kappeler, member of the quartet and PHD in literature, gave a lecture about Tragedies in the Music
of Lully and Rameau. The highlight of the week was without a doubt the concert by the Quatuor Chrysateos at the IFM on
3 May. During this well-received recital, the Zurich-based musicians treated the audience to works by Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart, Hyacinthe Jadin and Félix Mendelssohn Bartholdy.

Swiss movie Les Conquérantes, from Petra Volpe
On 25 May, the Malagasy public had the opportunity to discover Swiss cinema’s unexpected smash hit of 2017, Les
Conquérantes de Petra Volpe. This comedy tells the extraordinary story of Nora, young housewife in a small village in
Appenzell, who joined, against all odds, the feminist struggle of the 1970s. A struggle which ultimately succeeded in 1971
when the right to vote was finally extended to Swiss women. Beside this historic aspect, the public had the pleasure to
discover another Helvetic particularity, Swiss-German. In fact, the Swiss embassy decided to show Les Conquérantes in
its original, Swiss-German, version with French under-title - very likely a first for Madagascar. For our compatriots living
in the Seychelles, a screening in Victoria will take place shortly. We will keep you informed.

Saint Nicholas
The St. Nicholas celebration on 9 December 2017 was a great success. Swiss and Malagasy families with their children,
young guests from children’s homes, guests with disabilities and kids from a kickboxing school were given the occasion to
spend a lovely day in a very friendly and playful atmosphere.
As always it was a great pleasure for the Embassy team to welcome Swiss families and Malagasy guests from diverse
backgrounds.

The children could participate in various activities such as sack races, face painting, tug war and kick boxing.
See you in December for the next edition!

www.swissworld.org
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Petites Actions / Small Actions 2018
This year, the Swiss Embassy in Antananarivo is financing one project each in the Comoros and in the Seychelles as well
as five projects in Madagascar.
In the Seychelles, the Embassy is supporting a community based reef restoration project through the Marine
Conservation Society Seychelles (MCSS). Two areas of degraded coral reef in North West Mahé are being restored
using 20 three-dimensional artificial reefs with transplanted corals. The project profits from the deep involvement
of the local community as well as private sector participants.
As usual, the other projects are all about development and the promotion of human rights:
-

Comoros:
ECES Foundation - Promoting women’s political participation: Women’s role in the history of the Union of the
Comoros

-

Madagascar:
 Society MASHIYYAT: Making the INSTITUTION NUR accessible to all
 Society CADRE SAVA: Reducing gender-based violence in the SAVA region (Sambava, Antalaha, Vohémar
et Andapa)
 Lions Club Tananarive Doyen (LCTD): Rehabilitating and extending the building, toilets and kitchen for
accommodating the carers of children affected by cancer at the hospital HJRA
 NGO SAHA: Civil and electoral education of young people with the help of the youth communal counsels (CCJ)
 ICRC: Printing posters and booklets for Madagascar’s national police force to promote human rights of civilians

The Embassy will continue its cooperation in 2019 according to the following conditions:
-

Applications will be accepted from 1 August to 1 October 2018
Applications have to be sent by email to antananarivo@eda.admin.ch
Applications have to include the completed form (to be requested from the Embassy by email beforehand)
The Embassy’s decision is should be made by mid-December 2018

The Swiss Embassy’s financial support cannot be renewed, for grants are one-time only.

Contact/Impression
Ambassade de Suisse
Immeuble « ARO » - 2ème Etage
Làlana Solombavambahoaka Frantsay 77
Antsahavola - Boîte postale 118
101 Antananarivo
Téléphone :
+261 20 22 629 97 / 98
Fax
+261 20 22 289 40
Courriel:
antananarivo@eda.admin.ch
Internet:
www.eda.admin.ch/antanananrivo
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