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Embassy of Switzerland for Madagascar, Comoros and Seychelles
Antananarivo, November 2018

The Ambassador’s address
Dear compatriots,
In view of the first round of the 2018 presidential elections on 7 November, Madagascar just went through an intensive
electoral campaign. The provisional results were published last Saturday and there will be a second tour on 19 December
opposing the candidates Rajoelina and Ravalomanana. It is positive to see that the democratic process is following its
course as set in the constitutional and institutional frameworks. Of course, as it is the case in such instances, exchanges
between candidates can be heated. But isn’t that the sign of a vibrant democracy? We also regret that a few incidents
took place during the campaign. As you know, Switzerland and its partners are involved in Malagasy’s people efforts to
hold free, credible and inclusive elections that will be accepted by all. The Embassy has participated in the observation
missions organised by the European Union and the United States. Given the difficult circumstances, the Embassy
welcomes the work achieved by the institutions in charge of the organisation of the elections – in particular the electoral
commission CENI –, even if there is still much to do until the official announcement of the results in early 2019. I am
convinced that the holding and completion of the electoral process constitutes a condition sine qua non for the country
to continue to develop positively. The Embassy wishes the Malagasy people peaceful elections.
On the humanitarian front, Switzerland remains firmly committed to the Madagascar by financing this year the World
Food Program and the NGO Action against Hunger in their fight against hunger in the South of the island, for a total of
1.8 million Swiss francs.

Antananarivo neighbourhood

www.swissworld.org

In the Comoros, the political situation
has unfortunately deteriorated since
our last newsletter. Many of our fellow
citizens were in Anjouan at the time of
unrest and violence that recently took
place in the island capital, Mutsamudu.
Fortunately, none of them had to
directly suffer the consequences of
shootings. Switzerland hopes that peace
and serenity will return to the
archipelago as the current instability
risks putting a brutal brake on the longawaited development of the Comoros.
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Dear
Emb compatriots, the traditional celebration of Saint-Nicolas will take place on Saturday 1 December at the Swiss
Residence. Your invitation is attached to the newsletter. I hope to see many of you during the event which will hopefully
be marked by a beautiful summer day. As usual, you will be able to enjoy the delicacies prepared by Albert Wagner, our
renowned head chef. As usual, activities will be specially planned for children.
The Embassy was pleased to organise two national day celebration this year, one in Antananarivo on 27 July and the
other in the Seychelles on 1 August. The latter was a historical event since there had never been an official ceremony to
celebrate the Swiss national day in the country (see. p.5). In this context, the introduction of a direct flight between Zürich
and Mahé last September is the symbol of a new bond between Switzerland and the Seychelles in the field of tourism
(see. p.4).

Praslin, Seychelles

On the cultural side, Is'Art Galerie in Antananarivo in partnership with ProHelvetia in Johannesburg and the Swiss Agency
for Development and Cooperation (SDC), organised a street art festival from 19 October until 4 November. In addition,
as part of ProHelvetia’s activities, the opening of an exhibition of works by a young artist from Sainte-Marie took place in
September. From 1 to 8 December, Madagaslam will organise the famous slam festival in which two Swiss artists will
participate (see. p. 6). In March 2019, the Embassy will organise an event in the framework of the ‘Francophonie Month’.
I would like to draw your attention to the fact that we have recently created a Facebook page for the Embassy https://www.facebook.com/AmbassadeSuisseAntananarivo. You will be able to find interesting information on a number
of topics. However, the page is not meant to deal with consular issues; those need to be sent directly to our chancery.
I wish you, dear compatriots, a beautiful summer and I hope that you enjoy reading this new edition of our newsletter.
Kind regards,

Philippe Brandt
Ambassador
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A word from the intern
Dear compatriots,
Salama tompoko ô !

Having recently graduated with a Master's degree in Development Studies from the Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies in Geneva, I wanted to take on new professional challenges. The opportunity to do an internship at
the Swiss Embassy in Madagascar held all my attention as it combined activities in fields that particularly interest me.

So far I have had the opportunity to work in many fields such
as diplomacy, consular affairs or development cooperation.
Currently, the presidential elections are receiving our full
attention. Of course the Embassy hopes that the elections will
be free, credible and that the results will be recognized by all.
Being able to follow the presidential elections in Madagascar is
something very special for me who is not used to seeing such
passion whether it is from the media or the people in
Switzerland during our “votations”.
As of yet, I have not had the chance to enjoy the beautiful
landscapes that make Madagascar such a famous destination.
I look forward to visiting the island during the holidays.
Finally, I would like to thank Ambassador Philippe Brandt and
Consul Sabine Jenkins for their supervision and guidance. A
big thank you also to the rest of the staff who warmly welcomed
me and put me at ease from my very first day.

In the hope to meet you all during the Saint Nicholas
celebration on the 1 of December at the Résidence de Suisse,
I send you my best regards.

Zeresenai Tewoldeberhan
Academic intern
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Edelweiss Air - inaugural flight to the Seychelles
On the occasion of the inaugural flight of Edelweiss Air, I was honored to be present at the welcoming ceremony for the
first direct flight from Zürich to Mahé on 23 September 2018
In the presence of the Minister for Finance, Trade, Investment and Economic Planning, Mr. Maurice Loustau-Lalanne, of
the Edelweiss Air CEO, Mr. Bernd Bauer and of our Honorary Consul, Mrs. Angelika Maurel, the passengers were given a
warm welcome by our Seychellois friends.
Also present were Mrs. Sherin Francis, CEO of the Tourism Board
Association and Mr. Gilbert Faure, CEO of the Seychelles Civil
Aviation Authority, whom we thank for the perfect organization of this
event.
The plane arrived on time at 10.00 am under a fine shower and a few
wind gusts and was saluted by the customary water cannons. After
disembarking, the 300 passengers were welcomed by dancers and
musicians who performed creole dances.
After the traditional ribbon cutting, a reception was held with a few
speeches and the cutting of a wonderful cake displaying the
Edelweiss logo.
A press conference with the Minister, Mr. Maurice Loustau-Lalanne
and Edelweiss Air CEO, Mr. Bernd Bauer ended this inaugural
ceremony.
The warm and vibrant hospitality of our Seychellois friends will stay
in my memory for years to come.

CEO d’Edelweiss Air, Ministre représentant du gouvernement des
Seychelles, Sabine Jenkins, Consule et Conseillère
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Switzerland’s National Day 2018
As usual, the celebration of the Swiss national day in Antananarivo on the 27 th July 2018 was a great success. Both the
community of residing and visiting nationals as well as representatives of the Malagasy authorities and the international
community were present during this solemn and sunny day.

Ceremony of the 1st of August with Malagasy officials

For the first time in the history of diplomatic relations between the Republic of Seychelles and Switzerland, the Embassy
and the Honorary Consul organized in Mahé an official reception on 1 August 2018 at la Grande Maison to commemorate
the 727th anniversary of the Swiss Confederation.
150 guests were present, including among the many representatives of the Seychelles authorities, Vice President Vincent
MERITON, Minister of Health Jean-Paul ADAM and Minister of Tourism Didier DOGLEY. The diplomatic community as
well as Swiss nationals based in the country were also with us. The reception was an opportunity to mark the excellence
of the bilateral relations between the two countries as well as an occasion to meet Swiss nationals residing in the country
during their national day.

Ambassador Brandt and Minister of Tourism Dogley
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60 Years of Work
Albert Wagner, a renowned Swiss head chef in Switzerland and Madagascar, has celebrated his 60th year of working life
in Mantasoa in company of his wife Lili. Albert never fails to treat us with his delightful specialties during 1 August and
Saint-Nicolas celebrations. The Embassy wishes to warmly congratulate him for this exceptional career.

Cultural Agenda
9th Edition of Slam National, Madagaslam
Once again, Switzerland will be represented during the renowned slam festival. The 9 th edition of Slam National is organised
by the association Madagaslam and will begin on 1 December and last one week. Several artists will be taking part in the
festival which has now become an international event. Two young Swiss artists will be participating this year: Célia a slam
poet, member of SLAAM (Société Lausannoise des Amateurs et Amatrices de Mots) and Jonas from Geneva, an artist of
the hip-hop scene on the French side of Switzerland. Both artists will perform on Wednesday 5 December 2018 at Kudeta.
We welcome you to attend their performance which will be an opportunity to enjoy contemporary poetry! For those
interested, the programme of the festival will be released during a press conference by the organizers at the end of
November.

Street Art Festival
Is’Art Galerie, the emblematic cultural venue of Madagascar’s capital organised a street art festival from 19 October until 4
November with the support of ProHelvetia in Johannesburg and the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
(SDC). Among the many activities proposed were demonstrations of different forms of cultural expression going from
painting to music as well as graffiti, video, dance and photography.
Furthermore, on 13 September, an exhibition of works by a young artist from Sainte-Marie island, TSIASSA Guerra Fabrice,
took place at Is’Art Galerie in the frame of cultural activities supported by ProHelvetia in Southern Africa.
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Consular Affairs
New email address for the Visas Section
The Embassy has created a news email address. From now on, you can use the following address for any visa related
enquiries:
tana.visa@eda.admin.ch

Small Actions 2018
The projects funded by the Embassy this year are all well underway. Some of the projects are already completed such as
the Lions Club project relating to the rehabilitation and extension of a building that houses carers of children with cancer at
the HJRA Hospital Centre (Antananarivo). The Ambassador attended the opening in June and the Embassy was pleased
once again to be able to contribute to the improvement of the living conditions for the most vulnerable.
Furthermore, Ambassador Brandt strives to visit some
of the projects funded by the Embassy since the
introduction the Petites Actions in 2011.
The following projects could be visited and assessed:
-

The Akamasoa Centre project of Father Pedro:

Construction of an accommodation with shower and
latrine
-

Association

YSO

project:

Construction

of

artificial reefs of production, an innovative strategy for
fish aggregation and habitat restoration
-

Association

Grandir

à

Antsirabe

project:

Construction of a temporary housing centre as part of
the implementation of a programme on the protection
of street children.
For the Petites Actions 2019, the deadline for the
submission of applications was set to the 1st of
October. Currently, the Embassy is proceeding with
the selection of the applications received. The
decision will be communicated by the end of the year
2018 or early 2019.
Ambassador Brandt at Akamasoa Center
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Celebration of Saint Nicholas Day
In keeping with tradition, the Swiss community in Madagascar will celebrate Saint-Nicholas Day on 1 December 2018
at the Swiss Residence in Ambohibao, Antananarivo.
Please find attached to this newsletter the invitation from Ambassador Brandt.
As usual, you are kindly requested to inform the Embassy if you intend to attend by 23 November through the reply
coupon.
We look forward to seeing many of you!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------Contact/Impression
Ambassade de Suisse
Immeuble « ARO » - 2ème Etage
Làlana Solombavambahoaka Frantsay 77
Antsahavola - Boîte postale 118
101 Antananarivo
Téléphone :
+261 20 22 629 97 / 98
Fax
+261 20 22 289 40
Courriel:
antananarivo@eda.admin.ch
Internet:
www.eda.admin.ch/antanananrivo
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